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OBSERVATIONS ON THE EMPLOYMENT a 


CROTON OIL 
AS AN EXTERNAL, IRRITANT. 


By R. Hurcuinson,’M.D., Physician to the | 
General Hospital, Nottingham. 


Tux croton oil has been frequently re- | 
as an external irritant, but 
as yet little used in this country. The. 
true power and successful application of 
this medicine, are not yet sufficiently sub- | 
stantiated, requiring a numerous collec- 
tion of facts to ascertain in which cases, 
and under what circumstances, it may be 
most advantageously applied. I am anxi- 
ous to contribute my quota towards ar- 
riving at a satisfactory conclusion, having 
for a long period been in the habitude of 
extensively employing it; and in pub- 
i the following observations and 
cases, I hope that some of the readers of 
Tue Lancet will assist in determining 
the real utility of a medicine so active 
and ic. The combined experience 
of many can alone substantiate the true 
powers of a remedy which is as yet almost 
untried as an external irritant. 
Six drops of croton oil, when applied to 


eight to twelve minutes, specdily 
produces a rubescence, to a greater or less 
extent, depending upon the individual's 
susceptibility; this gradually increases, 
until a general, though moderate, tume- 
faction occurs, apparently affecting parts 
deeper seated than I have seen occur from 
the use of any other external irritant. 
This is succeeded, in a period varying from 
six to twelve hours, by numerous vesicles, 
some distinct, others confluent, differing in 
size and shape; at first containing a merely 
limpid serum, afterwards a distinct and 
consistent pus, and terminating in slight 
scabs. The redness produced is not of a 
vivid, but of a dull brick-dust hue. These 
circumstances, though regular in their 
course, vary much iy intensity, according 
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to the parts upon which the oil is applied ; 
thus, on the abdomen, I have never been 
able to excite so active a rubescence as 
in other parts of the body. Over the 
muscular regions of the arms and legs, the 
effect is not so violent as where the bones 
are more superficially situated. The most 
powerful effects are produced upon the 
face, scalp, larynx, and chest, according 
to the observations I have made, in the 
order now enumerated. When the croton 
oil is applied to the face and scalp, it is 
frequently succeeded by erysipelas, but I 
have never seen any destructive or suppu- 
rative process established, wherever ap- 
plied, nor erysipelas follow its use upon 
any part of the neck, abdomen, or extre- 
mities. In general, its effects are certain 
when applied to any part of the body, 
with the exception of over the abdominal 
muscles ; at least | have never seen it fail 
of producing the sequele described, when 
applied upon any other part of the body. 
At the hospital of La Pitié in Paris, the 
external application of the croton oil is 
said to have been successfully employed 
in cases of inflammation of the larynx. 
No practitioner could place confidence in 
it alone in active laryngeal inflammation ; 
and my experience does not confirm the 
testimony in its favour when the inflam- 
mation is of a chronic nature; but the 
effect of any remedy must vary most con- 
siderably when employed under circum- 
stances so different as upon patients 
placed in a crowded Parisian hospital, pre- 
viously ill-nourished and debilitated, and 
ae those in a healthy and actively em- 
ployed English country town. 1 have 
tried it perseveringly upon four cases of 
chronic laryngitis. The following may be 
given as a fair specimen of the whole :— 


Case 1.—Chronic Laryngitis. 


Ann Cooling, «tat. 26, a strong healthy 
young woman, was admitted into the Genc- 
neral Hospital, Nottingham, Oct. 16, 1832. 
For ten months she had partially lost her 
voice, varying from complete to a lesser 
degree of aphonia; the general health 
good ; catamenia regular. She speaks now 
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in a whisper; has no power of elevating| time she has taken regularly two drachms 
the voice beyond that; has slight pains on|of carbonate of iron three times a day; 
pressure upon the thyroid cartilage, ac- | and the dreadful sufferings of this penn 
companied with a sensible crepitating|are now entirely relieved. She is con- 
noise when pressed backwards, moved | tinuing the iron, fearful of relapse. 

In this case the croton oil is observed 
this symptom present in évery case of|to have been ineffectual in removing the 


from side to side. I have always seen! 
chronic laryngitis, but am not aware of neuralgia, though for a short period it 


its being mentioned by medical writers. much relieved it. 
Before coming into the hospital, she had 
been purged, blistered over the larynx, | 
and had an irritation kept up by the tartar- 
émetic plaster.—20th October. Ordered 
three drops of croton oil to be rubbed over 
the laryngeal region, with medicine to re- 
te the state of the bowels.—22nd. 
ruption has been extensive, and gone 
through its regular course; voice im- 
roved. From this period to the 8th of 
Yovember the croton oil was applied 
four times; on this latter day the voice 
is but slightly improved from what it was 
on the day of admission; and six leeches 
were ordered to be applied twice a week 
over the larynx. These were continued to 
the lst of January, 1833, when she was 
disc from the hospital, her voice 


perfectly natural, and the crepitation upon 
pressure entirely removed. 

In this case it was satisfactory to ob- 
serve a sensible increase of voice upon 
every application of the croton oil, and its 
improvement during the continuance of 
the eruptions; but upon the cessation of 


irritation, the voice became again at im- 

perfect as at first, showing that the croton | 
oil had the power of relieving, though not 

of curing, this patient. The same result | 
was observed in the other three cases. 


Case 11.— Neuralgia. 


Miss Brown, Basford, ewtat. 20, of a 
constitution, healthy and strong- 

king, has suffered for the last three 
years from a most obstinate neuralgia 
of the supra-orbitary nerves. All medi- 
cines have been tried, but not persever- 
ingly, without relief. On the 2nd of 
March, 1833, four drops of croton oil were 
rubbed over the right supra-orbitary re- 
gion. On the 3rd, much swelling and in- 
flammation had occurred, extending over 
the forehead, but not upon the scalp; the | 
vesicles here were exceedingly numerous ; 
the swelling and inflammation soon sub- | 
sided, on the application of the liq.| 
plumb. subacet. di!.—5th. The neuralgic | 
ain is relieved; two drops of croton oil to 
applied to the left side.—7th. The in- | 
flammation and swelling not so extensive | 
as it has been on the right side; eruption 
goue through its usual course. The neu-! 
ralgic pains continued less violent for a 
few days, but by the 20th became as bad, 


as ever, —since which period to the present i 


Case 3.—Paralysis of the Face. 

Oct. 1. Mr. James, etat. 25, portrait 
painter, has had, for the last five months, 
complete paralysis of the left side of the 
face, that side of the mouth drawn down, 
the eyelids always open, sensation per- 
fect; no pain, no swelling, or tenderness, 
over or in the parotid gland; health good; 
bowels regular; pulse natural; has been 
bled, purged, and blistered, without relief. 
Ordered to keep the bowels open, and rub 
for ten minutes three drops of croton oil 
over the parotid region.—2nd. Eruption 
extensive, tumefaction slight.—4th. Can 
partially close the eye; has some power 
over the other muscles of the face.— 
6th. The same as last report; repeat the 
applications.— 8th. Can completely close 
the eye; mouth straight; appears nearly 
well.—1l2th. Quite well; can use the mus- 
cles of both sides of the face equally ; has 
continued well to the present period. 

This is a most satisfactory case, appa- 
rently yielding speedily to the employment 
of the croton oil, when other remedies had 
failed. 


Case 4.—Loss of Power in the Arm, 


John Williamson, xt. 21, stockinger, 
Bulwell, Oct. 16, 1832, got drunk three 
weeks ago, and lay for many hours asleep 
upon the wet ground, with his arm, he 
supposes, doubled under him, since which 
period he has had complete loss of sensa- 
tion and motion of the hand and wrist, 
without pains; his health is good; no 
headach ; boweis and pulse regular. 
dered a purge, and to rub four drops of 
croton oil for ten minutes along the fore- 
arm, over the course of the radial and 
ulnar nerves,— 18th. Slight improvement. 
Cont. ol. crot.— 25th. The same as on the 
16th; having neglected the application, 
four drops of the oil to be applied. 

Nov. 1. Much improvement; can just 
raise the hand to a line with the wrist.— 
8th. Has applied mustard to the arm; is 
desired to use only the remedy prescribed. 
—15th. Improving. Cont. ol. crot.—22nd. 
So much better, can move the fingers 
and hand, though not perfectly.—2yth. 
Has almost perfect use of t the wrist-joint 
and fingers. 

Dec. 6. Perfect power; quite well. 

Ih this case it was most satisfactory 
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observe the im ement, ing with 
the existence of the Seema ieieien. 
Whenever the application was neglected, 
the hand partially relapsed into its former 
immobility, and by its continuance a per- 
fect cure was effected. 
The circumstances of these few cases 
will, I hope, induce other practitioners to 
or refute their results—to esta- 
blish if the successful cases were so for- 
tuitously, or if, as I believe to be the fact, 
the croton oil is a remedy more certain 
in its effects than any other yet employed, 
and that it produces a stimulating and 
irritating action upon parts more deeply 
seated than is effected by blistering, tartar 
emetic, or any other yet known external 
irritan 


t. 
Nottingham, March 5, 1833. 
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CIRCULATION OF THE BLOOD 
IN INSECTS. 


By James Bowerbank, Esq., F.G. & Z.S.* 


Tue larva of the Ephemera marginatat 
is the insect which best exhibits the ge- 
neral circulation of the blood, and is the 
one which has been the principal sub- 
ject of the following observations. It is 
figured and described in Dr. Goring and 
Mr. Pritchard’s “ Microscopic Illusions ;” 
but, for my first introduction to the living 
larva, I am indebted to my friend Mr. 
Tulley, with one of whose splendid in- 
struments my observations have been 
made. These larve may be found in con- 
siderable numbers in small pools of water 
in or marshy places ; mine were 
en A from similar situations on Hamp- 
stead Heath. They may be preserved for 
many months in glass jars or other ves- 
sels, with a little duck-weed floating upon 
the surface of the water. In selecting 
them for the purpose of exhibiting the 
circulation of the blood, care should be 
taken to choose such as have not yet at- 
tained a greater length of body than about 
one-eighth of an inch,} as the whole insect 
may then be subjected to examination, 
with a reasonable expectation of seeing 
the full extent of the great dorsal vessel ; | 
particularly if one be selected which has | 
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[me intestinal canal free, or nearly free, 
| from food, as the success of the observa- 
| tion will greatly depend upon this circum- 
stance. In fixing the larva for observa- 
tion, which of course must be in water, 
great care must be taken not to compress 
the body, as, although the central circula- 
|tion may be seen proceeding with con- 
siderable vigour, that through the lateral 
vessels, and those of the tail, legs, and an- 
tenne, will either be much impeded or 
entirely stopped. Having fixed the insect, 
with the above precautions, and with its 
jback towards you, a truly beautiful and 
astonishing sight presents itself. The 
blood, abounding in flattened oat-shaped 
particles, will be seen circulating in every 
|part of the body, not in a continuous 
| stream, but at regular periods, agreeing in 
| its motion with the pulsations of the great 
| dorsal vessel. This vessel extends nearly 
|the whole length of the body, and is of 
| great comparative magnitude. It is fur- 
nished, at regular intervals, with double 
| valves, about equal in number to the sec- 
| tions of the body. Both above and below 
each of these sets of valves is a pair of 
singular-looking appendages. They are, 
|probably, nervous ganglions, auxiliary to 
the motions of the vessel, but so exceed- 
ingly pellucid as scarcely to be defined 
with the highest power which can be ap- 
plied to them. The action of the valves 
isa most interesting and beautiful sight. 
While in their greatest state of collapse, the 
point of the lower valve is seen closely 
compressed within the upper one. At the 
commencement of the expansion of the 
artery, the blood is seen flowing in from 
the lateral apertures; and, at the same 
time, the stream in the artery commences 
its ascent. When it has nearly attained 
its greatest state of expansion, the sides of 
the lower valve are forced upwards by the 
increased flow of the blood from the sec- 
tion below the valve, the lateral openings 
are closed, and the main current of the 
blood is projected through the two valves. 
| It is not easy to see this beautiful struc- 
ture of the valves of the great dorsal ves- 
\sel, for it is only when the insect is ina 
state of great exhaustion, or has been just 
so much compressed as to destroy volun- 


} 


|tary motion without entirely depriving it 


lof life, that it is possible to subject it to a 
power sufficiently high to discern these 
extremely delicate and transparent tissues; 





. and even then, to see them to the greatest 
* From the “ Entomological Magazine,” No. Ill. | advantage, recourse should be had only to 
a new scientitic journal, the pages of which eou-| such as are in the last three or four sec- 


tain some very excellent contributions. —Ep. L. 
+ lt does not appear quite certain of what par- | 
tieular species of ephemera the insect described 
here is the larva.—Ev. 
The microscope employed, elongated the insect 
te the eye, ten inches.—Ev L, 


| tions of the body. 
The structure of the upper valve appears 


| to be a reflecting inwards and upwards of 


the inner coat or coats of the artery; and 


| of the under one, to be a contraction and 
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projection of the like parts of a portion of 
the artery beneath, so as to come within the 
grasp of the lower part of the valve above 
it. The exterior portion of the artery may 
be seen as an exceedingly fine line, con-! 
necting the parts above and below the! 
valves. 

The blood does not appear to be con- 
fined within any specific vessels, previous- 
ly to its entering the lateral openings be- 
fore-mentioned, as, when they open, the 
particles are seen converging towards 
them. 

The whole of the blood received through- ! 
out the course of this vessel, is conyeyed 
to the extremity of the anterior part of 
the body, where the vessel makes a curve 
inwardly, and is lost to view just beneath 
the animal's head. Toall appearance, the 
main current of the blood is now discharged 
into the cavity of the body, as it is seen 
pursuing its course downwards, in a wide- 
spreading stream, on each side and be- 
neath the great dorsal vessel. As it de- 
scends, portions are again absorbed by the 
valves of the dorsal vessel, and, at the 
same time, vessels passing down each side | 
of the body convey another portion of the 
blood to its lower extremity. These are 


decidedly vessels, not portions of the great 
abdominal cavity, their boundaries being 
clearly definable. They communicate at) 
each junction of the sections of the body | 


with the great abdominal cavity, as a part | 
of the blood they convey is discharged at | 
these points, to supply the place of that 
absorbed by the valves of the great dorsal 
vessel. These vessels terminate by dis- 
charging their contents into the lower end 
of the great dorsal vessel. 

The circulation is also strikingly and 
beautifully exhibited in the tail. Here the | 
ascending and descending vessels, like vein | 
and artery, accompany each other; and, 
at the same instant that the blood is seen 
to pass up the one, with the usual pulsa- 
tory motion, it descends in the other ina 
similar manner. This is the more appa- 
rent, as the sides of the vessels are well 
defined, and each perfectly distinct from 
the other. 

Although the blood passes with the 
same pulsatory motion through these mi- 
nute vessels as it does in other parts of 
the body, yet no pulsation of either the 
ascending or descending vessels them- 
selves can be detected. The motion, 
therefore, seems to be entirely dependent 
on the action of the great dorsal vessel, 
which evidently performs in the insect the 
same functions that the heart does in ver- 
tebrated animals. 

Supplying and returning vessels may 
also be seen in the legs, although they 





cannot be so clearly defined as in the tail ; 
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and in the antenne they pass up on the 
one side of the first joint, and, turning 
round at the extremity, they again de- 
scend into the head. 


Upon fixing the insect so as to obtain a 
side view, the great dorsal vessel presents 
a very interesting appearance. It is seen 
continually and regularly oscillating back- 
wards and forwards, upwards and down- 
wards, and at the same time the main 
current of the blood in the great abdomi- 
nal cavity winds its way in all directions 
towards the hinder extremity of the insect. 
Scarcely any larve exhibit the circulation 
of the blood in so beautiful a manner as 
the one described, although there are 
few in which it is not more or less to 
be seen, as I have been able to detect the 
great dorsal vessel in almost all I have 
examined. In one, figured in the work 
before quoted, of Dr. Goring and Mr. 


‘Pritchard, and said to be the larve ofa 


culex, no particles are visible in the blood; 
but the great dorsal vessel, its valves, and 
their singular appendages, are distinctly 
and beautifully apparent. 

Next to the larve of the ephemera mar- 
ginata, the larve of agrion afford the best 
view of the blood and its circulation. 
In all the species of these larve I have 
yet examined, I have found it as nearly 
similar as possible in appearance to that 
which we observe in the ephemera, and in 
some instances it has afforded even more 
satisfactory results. The head of this larva 
is much more transparent than that of the 
larva of the ephemera; we therefore had 
a better view of the circulation of the 
blood in the head of this insect than can 
possibly be obtained in the other. In this 


object the blood is seen rushing like a 


beautiful intermittent fountain towards 
the mouth, and dividing, right and left, 
into two jets, a portion of each of which 
flows within a given boundary past the 
back of the eye, whilst the remainder 
winds its way through other channels, 
deep in the side of the head, and returns 
again into the body. 

The antenne of this insect also afford 
another beautiful instance of the circula- 
tion being carried forward within well- 
defined vessels. They are each composed 
of six joints, up four of which the biood 
is seen to take its course, and turning 
round the extremity of the fourth joint, it 
returns by a distinct vessel into the head. 

In the leg, likewise, the circulating fluid 
and its vessels are clearly and distinctly 
to be traced, even to the very extremity 
of the tarsus, where, as in the antenna, 
the particles of the blood are seen to de- 
scend on the one side of the leg, and, turn- 
ing the extreme point, to return up the 
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contrary side to the one by which they! 


came down. 

Iregret much that I have not yet had 
an opportunity of examining the ephe- 
mera in its perfect state; but in two spe- 
cies of culex, one of which was first ob- 
served and brought to me by my friend 
Mr. Tulley, I have seen the great dorsal 
vessel performing its functions in a man- 
ner similar in every respect to its appear- 
ance in the larve of ephemera, agrion, 
&c. &c.; but, from the body of the fly 
being more opaque than that of the larvae, 
and nearly covered with its striated scales, 
neither the valves nor the particles of the 
blood could be detected. On another oc- 
casion, after having carefully cleared the 
wings of phlogophora meticulosa of their 
coloured scales, both Mr. Samouelle and 
myself clearly saw a fluid pass down the 
side of one of the principal ribs of the 
wing. We may therefore, I think, fairly 
conclude, that the circulation is carried 
forward in the perfect insect as well as in 
the larva, although, perhaps, not with so 
much vigour as when young and growing. 

In describing what I have seen, I have 
abstained from using the word vessel, ex- 
cept where the margins were distinctly to 
be defined, although I am inclined, from 
what I have seen, to be of opinion, that a 
much greater portion of the circulation 
than we can clearly define is carried on 
within given vessels, as the blood may 
frequently be seen flowing in curved and 
other lines, and confined within very nar- 
row limits, but so deeply seated amidst the 
muscles and intestines as totally to pre- 
vent the boundaries of the current from 
being clearly observed. This is strikingly 
the case in the side view of this insect, 
where currents are seen winding about in 
many different directions, but from the 
intervening muscles and intestines their 
boundaries are not visible; nor can it be 
expected under such circumstances, when 
we consider that the blood is a perfectly 
colourless and transparent fluid, visible 
only from its containing a number of par- 
ticles of a somewhat flattened oat-shape, 
and that the great dorsal vessel itself is 
only to be seen distinctly with a very high 
power, and even then can only be de- 
fined with certainty whilst it is in motion. 

I cannot omit observing a singular coin- 


EXPERIMENTS MADE TO ASCERTAIN THE 
QUANTITY OF 


FREE CARBON IN BLOOD. 
By W. Rew Cranny, M.D., Sunderland. 


ReriectinG, since the publication of 
my papers (inserted in Tur Lancer for 
the 3rd of Nov. 1832, and 13th of April 
last), upon the venal and arterial blood, 
it struck me, that in order to leave ne 
room for cavil, a series of experiments 
might be devised and performed, for the 
purpose of ascertaining the nature of the 
gas which was formed when free carbon 
was removed from the blood in the expe- 
riments detailed in the above-mentioned 
|papers. Having made my arrangements, 
I shall now as briefly and as clearly as I 
can, detail a case and the experiments. 
| On the 2nd of this month (May), Wil- 
liam Simpson, who has been for some time 
engaged as alabourer in a quarry, applied 
for my advice at our infirmary in the ab- 
sence of one of my colleagues. He states 
that about two months ago an abscess 
formed in the right ear, which, having 
| burst, still continues to discharge a puru- 
jlent fluid. This affection of the ear has, 
up to this moment, been accompanied by 
severe headach in the day time, and, 
during the last fortnight, he has experi- 
;enced giddiness and stupor., His bowels 
‘are regular ; pulse is 78, firm, and full; his 
|countenance is florid, and his tempera~- 
|ment truly sanguineous. Two ounces of 
| blood were received in a cupped flask, in 
|vacuo, and secured. A similar quantity 
| wasvalso received in another flask, and in 
the same manner. Sixteen ounces which 
were received in a tin vessel, to the eye 
appeared healthy, except about in one 
part, which was of the size of a shilling—a 
fibrine which appeared to be thrown u 
upon the centre of the crassamentum. 
‘removed the free carbonic acid gas from 
the blood in one of these flasks, in the 
manner explained in the pages of Tue 
Lancer for 3rd of November last, and 
admitted atmospheric air into the flask. 
When the vacuum over the blood was 
occupied by air, I turned the stop-cock, 


cidence between the flattened oat-shaped weighed the flask with its contents, and 
particles of the blood in the insect, and of noted it accordingly. I now agitated the 
the circular double concave plates in the blood and air for some time very freely 
human blood, which is, that the particles together. This being done, I attached to 
of the former, like those of the latter, as- the top of the flask the tube for drawing 
sume a globular form immediately on com- carbonic acid gas through a fiask of lime 
ing in contact with water. water, by the agency of the air-pump in an 

exhausted receiver, as invented by Vogel, 
‘a method which I have very frequently 
and successfully practised in cases of typhus 
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fever modic cholera, and other acute; These experiments prove that free cars 
Gua I found that carbonic acid eee ben is removed, not only by these pro- 
formed by this agitation, which showed cesses, but also by the process of respira- 
itself by its direct union with the lime tion, and corroborate my experiments upon 
contained in the flask of lime water. 1/ the arterial blood of L. Bonner and M. 
repeated this process several times, using Thompson, as recorded in Tae Lancet 
each time fresh portions of atmospheric | for the 13th of last month. When I ex- 
air and lime water, and when the venal! periment with the air-pump, the 

blood became sufficiently florid, I found in the plate is never diminished by having 
that no more carbonic acid could be ex- | the open button screwed into that aper- 
tricated; that the lime water continued | ture, and such is the power of this instru- 
transparent, and not a particle of the car- | ment when worked briskly, that the whole 
bonate of lime floated in the lime water.|of the gasses are removed from fluids 
This experiment being finished, I admitted placed in the exhausted receiver, not only 


the atmospheric air freely, and weighed | 
the flask, with its contents, when I found | 
that exactly thirty-one grains and a half! 


were removed by this process from the |- 


two ounces of blood, which must be con-| 
sidered as free carbon. 

In order to corroborate these experi- 
ments, [ will nov relate the method I} 
adopted with the two ounces of blood, re- 
ceived also in vacuo, screwed firmly down, 
and standing in tepid water during the} 
time I was occupied in performing aad 
experiments detailed above. 

extricated by the air-pump the gas | 
which this blood contained as it circulated | 


accurately but also rapidly. 
Sunderland, May 8th, 1833. 





ARTIFICIAL ANUS 
FOLLOWING THE OPERATION FOR 


| STRANGULATED FEMORAL HERNIA, 


To the Editor of Taz Lancer. 
Sir,—The following case of artificial 
anus following the operation for strangu- 
lated femoral hernia, occurred in my 


in the veins, admitted atmospheric air,| practice lately, and as there are some 
freely turned the stop-cock, and weighed | points of importance connected with its 


the flask, with its contents, noting the 
I now | 


weight, as formerly mentioned. 


history, its relation may not be unaccept- 
able to many of your readers. It shows, in 


agitated the blood and atmospheric air to-| a peculiar manner, that an artificial anus, 


gether very diligently. The next step was 
to exhaust the atmospheric air from ano- 
ther capped and graduated flask. This 
being done, I connected, most accurately, 
these two flasks, opened a communica- 
tion between them, and agitated the blood 
freely and diligently for some time ; I now 
secured the stop-cocks, detached the flasks, 
transferred the gas, which was received 
into the vacuum flask containing the blood, 
to a graduated pneumatic jar in the p. 
trough, with a small stop-cock and tube 
perforated by a small needle for transfer- 
ring gasses to the eudiometrical tube for 


painful death. 





experiment. 
ere still being rarefied air in the flask 
containing the blood, I opened the stop- 
cock, when atmospheric air rushed into 
the flask. I again attached an exhausted 
flask, as explained above, formed a com- 
munication, and agitated the blood and 
atmospheric air, which was in part receiv- 
ed into the vacuum flask, and the experi- 
ments were followed up as just narrated. 
I continued this plan for some time till 
the blood became very florid, and found 
that these two ounces of blood lost exact- 
ly 314 grains by these experiments, and 
that the jar upon the pneumatic shelf con- 
tained a large quantity of carbonic acid 


| although in the first instance, the preser- 


vative of life, may, in time, become the 
cause of a disagreeable existence and a 
The circumstances aré 
these :— 

Mrs. R., wtat. 45, was on Thursday 
morning, March 28th, attacked with symp-+ 
toms of intestinal strangulation. I saw 
her for the first time on the Saturday morn- 


| ing following; there was then every symp- 


tom of a well-marked: case of strangula- 
tion, with a small tumour in the right 
groin, lying in the parallel of Poupart's 
ligament, exceedingly painful at either 
extremity, and elastic in the centre; the 
belly was tympanitic, and very tender in 


| the Vicinity of the tumour; pulse 130, and 


contracted. Serious attempts were now 
made at the taxis, by the different means, 
until the afternoon, when she consented to 
have the operation performed. Accord- 
ingly I proceeded to the task, assisted by 
my friend Mr. Davison, a respectable 
surgeon at Seg Hill. The sac was care- 
fully expos@d and opened, and Gimber- 
nat’s ligament was freely divided. How- 
ever, intestine could not be reée- 
duced. The superior border of the fal- 
ciform process of the fascia lata was 
now divided in a direction upwards and 
inwards. The gut immediately receded, 





gas. 
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and the of s jon were | 
relieved. The wound a ay ory and our 
patient placed in bed. The rupture con-' 
sisted of a small knuckle of ilian, which 
looked very icous, but which soon de- | 
clared its mortified state by a discharge of 
feces from the wound, which now con-| 
tinued to find an exit therefrom, with a 
sour smell, until the seventh day, when | 
she had a motion by the natural passage | 
again. The feces, however, after this 
issued through the wound, which course 
they continued to take during the future) 
period of her short existence. She gra-| 
dually grew thinner, and los: ..er appetite. | 
The feces kept up an irritation of the 
wound, which was now so exceedingly sen- | 
sitive as to preclude the possibility of clean- 
ing it properly. Active inflammation then | 
set in, which spread down her thigh, and 
up over the fore-part of the abdomen, at- 
tacking all the contiguous structure. No- 
thing appeared to have the power of stop- | 
ping its ravages, for the fecal matter con- | 
tinued to be poured out over the inflamed | 
surfaces, thereby adding to the evil. | 
Sloughing followed, and for about two 
inches below Poupart’s ligament the fe- 
moral artery was laid bare. In short, I 


may state, that she kept gradually sinking, 
having survived the operation thirty-two ! 
days. 


It is to be regretted, that no sectio ca- 
daveris was allowed. Here is a case in 
which inflammation and mortification | 
succeeding to an artificial anus, proved 
destructive to life. I am inclined to at- 
tribute the origin of the inflammatory 
symptoms entirely to the irritating na- 
ture of the discharges. I am confident 
that tents, as recommended by Sebatier 
and Dessault, are of little use. Their ein- 

loyment here was followed by cramps 
in the stomach, and afterwards by an im- 
mense discharge of feces, thrusting the 
tents before them. Nor am I inclined to 
agree with Dr. Reisinger, who recom- 
mends time to be allowed for the irrita- 
bility and sensibility of the gut and sep- 
tum being allayed; on the contrary, from 
the result of this case, I should be much 
inclined hereafter to put M. Dupuytren’s 
practice in force as soon as it can be at- 
tempted, and much disposed to doubt the 
propriety of waiting to see whether nature 
will or not effect a cure. Still less should 
I think of trying to allay the irritability 
of the wound, while such an offending 
cause remained; for I am satisfied that 
the few days previous to the commence- 
ment of the i torysympt , might 
have been better spent in attempting a 
radical cure. However, the fact of such 
afi untoward event being apt to occur, 
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will suggest to the practical su that 
the sooner the artificial anus poe the 
better. I am, Sir, your most obedient 
humble servant, 
F. W. Grant Cacper. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, May 4, 1833. 





ABSCESS AND ENLARGEMENT 
or TRE 
TONGUE, 

CURED BY SETON. 


To the Editor of Tat Lancer. 


Str,—The situation of the disease in the 
following case, rather than any other cir- 
cumstance connected therewith, renders 
itsingular. Jf youthink it worthy a place 
in your valuable journal, you will oblige 
me by inserting it. I have the honour to 
be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

WiciraMm Tuompson, M.D., 
Assist.-Sure Co Antiuml fiimary, treiand. 


Lisburn, 30th April, 1833. 
A. J., a delicate-looking boy, «tat. one 


| year and seven mouths, was admitted into 


the County of Antrim Infirmary, on the 
6th of April, 1832, on account of a large 
abscess in the substance of the tongue. 

The disease had been of some months 
standing, and an opening had been twice 
made, prior to his admission, in the under 
surface of the tongue on the right side, 
which gave exit to a considerable quantity 
of thin fetid pus. The reduction in size of 
the tongue which took place in conse- 
quence, nearly allowed of its being re- 
placed in the mouth, from which it had 
previously protruded to a great extent. 
On the closure of the opening, which took 
place a few days after it had been made, 
the cavity of the abscess became rapidly 
distended to a greater degree than at 
first. 

The child’s appearance on admission 
into the infirmary was frightful; the tongrte, 
enormously enlarged, and protruding from 
the mouth, was nearly in a state of com- 
plete strangulation from the pressure of 
the teeth; its surface was dry, covered 
with a brown fur, and intersected here 
and there with fissures; the nostrils weré 
widely distended, respiration being en- 
tirely performed through the nose. Food, 
in a liquid state, could, with difficulty, be 
administered, by drawing back the angle 
of the mouth; the child was, in conse- 
quence, very much emaciated. 

1 immediately made a puncture in the 
situation of the original opening ; a con- 
siderable quantity of matter followed, 
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which gave relief, by diminishing the vo- 
lume of the tongue. Two days afterwards 
the argent. nit. was introduced into the 
opening, which was beginning to close. 
This, however, had not the desired effect, 
the matter collected rapidly, and the tongue 
again protruded. In order to prevent a 
fresh accumulation of matter, and at the 
same time to excite inflammation in the 
cavity of the abscess, I passed a seton 
through it, by means of a probe which I 
introduced at the original opening, and 
caused to project at the opposite side of | 
the tongue. An incision was then made | 
on it, and the seton drawn through. The | 
ends of the cord were then united to pre- 
vent its slipping out. 

April llth. (The seton was introduced 
on the 9th.) The tongue is now so much 
reduced in size as to admit of its being re- | 
tained with ease in the mouth; the quan-| 
tity of matter cannot be ascertained, as it 
passes off as it is secreted. A fresh cord 
was introduced. 

April 30th. The tongue being now re- 
duced to its natural state, with scarcely 
any discharge of matter from the openings, 
the seton was removed. The child con- 
tinued to improve in health and strength 
from this time forward, and was discharg- 
ed on the 22nd of May cured. 

It is now nearly twelve months since 
the child was discharged, and it still re- 
mains free from any return of the disease. 





of the profession, the truth of which I 
can attest. Sir D. H. B., lately passing in 
his curricle along the New much 
plagued with an aching tooth, stopped at 
the door of a newly and neatly-fitted-up 
house, in the window of which the words 
“Teeth Extracted,” were emblazoned in 
golden letters. On entering the house, 
he announced that he wanted a “ tooth 
extracted.” The person whom he ad- 
dressed, and who announced himself as 
the master of the shop, stamimered out, 
“ Yes, Sir, yes, Sir;” adding, “ that he 
could, he dared to say, take it out.” “Then 
do so,” said the baronet, “for I am in 
great pain ;” and sat down in achair. The 


| dentist,” after some fidgeting and shuf- 
| fling about the room, took a survey of the | 


decayed tooth, but it was not until he had 
been frequently spurred on by the impor- 
tunities of his patient with “ Come, come, 
for God's sake, make haste and ease me,” 
that he commenced the apparently import- 
ant operation. Happily he finished it, 
but then, instead of attending to his pa- 
tient, he began to jump about the shop 
like one overjoyed at some fortunate event. 
The astonished baronet, however, soon 
called the man to order, and elucidated 
the cause of this extravagance of delight, 


| by obtaining from this “ dentist” the 


honest declaration, that he had only 


opened shop that very day, and that this 
/was the first tooth he had ever drawn. 


|The man had lately cut his occupation in 





the tray-and-napkin line, as gentleman's 


|footman, and turned “ dentist.” 


REMARKS ON THE 


EXTRACTION OF TEETH. 
| 
To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 

Sir,—Having lately seen in your va-| 
luable work, Tue Lancet, some obser- 
vations by Mr. Delafons on the extraction | 
of teeth and on the instruments commonly | 
employed in that operation, I beg leave, 
as a professional man, whose study and_ 
occupation dental surgery has been for 
many years, to offer a few observations on | 
the same subjects, accompanied by some 
remarks on what I conceive to be some 
inaccuracies which have crept into his 
statements. In doing this, I beg to dis- 
claim everything like hostile feeling to- 
wards Mr. Delafons, who, in common with 
every scientific man who makes known 
the results of his experience for the bene- 
fit of the public, deserves both thanks and 
commendation. 

Mr. Delafons alluded in his paper to the 
numerous instances which exist of un- 
scientific men who attempt to practise as 
dentists. Allow me to add a case in illus- 
tration of the existing state of this branch 


I can subscribe most heartily to the 
truth of Mr. Delafons’ assertion, that tooth 
instruments are made by persons, who, 
_ having no practical experience of their ap- 
plication, are constantly liable to design 
defective instruments. I paid two pounds 


“for one, expressly arranged for perpen- 


dicular extraction, plausible in theory, but 
utterly useless in practice, for during four 
years practice with my other instruments, 
it has only proved instrumental to the ex- 
traction of two teeth. 

That Mr. Delafons should have met 
on the continent with an instrument of the 
key kind, “ which the dealer assured him 
was made a / Angluise,” is not extraor- 
dinary, for that instrument is, by all 
foreigners, termed the “ clef Anglaise,” as 
it justly deserves to be, from its being the 
invention of an English surgeon, who, 
many years ago, for the better extraction 
of the molar teeth, induced his instru- 
ment-maker to apply a lever and wooden 
crucial handle to assist the action of the 
ancient parrot-beaked forceps, now almost 
grown into disuse. But a slight i 
tion of the short and stunted under claw, 


and the upper hooked one, will instantly 
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suggest the probable production of the pre-! 
sent key instrument, on which so many) 
subsequent improvements have been made. | 


Whether the curve in the stem (as noticed 
by Mr. Delafons, and by which, I imagine, 
he means the lever) is abeve or below, 
appears to me to be a mere matter of 
fancy, or perhaps it is a copy of some par-. 
ticular instrument made for an express 
and particular tooth, I myself having in 
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molar tooth of the upper jaw has ordina- 
rily three roots, two straight, on the out- 
side, and a third.in the inside, semilunar, 
and that those of the lower jaw have 
only two; though he may know this, and 
also, from previous observation, their usual 
position, yet itis impossible that he should 
know how the tooth under extraction 
may have its roots situated. The roots may 
very widely diverge in their sockets, or, 


use two, a left and a right, with their / closing on their extreme points, like the 
levers bent into the form of an §, ex-|ancles of a bow-legged man, they may 
pressly applicable to the removal of the| have shoots of alveolar portions passing 
dens sapienti@ or third molars of the upper | from one side of the process to the other, 
and lower jaws, the situation of which | retaining the tooth, like a bolt through a 
teeth being generally smaller, and, in| staple, with a slight and limited motion, to 
some degree, shotter, than the molars|its position. In either of these cases, al- 
before them, I had frequently found them | though the tooth may be made to incline 
difficult to seize with instruments of the! a /iti/e by the power of the instrument, yet 
ordinary kind, The action of tooth-draw-| great patience, skill, and dexterity, will be 
ing is Archimedean in the true accepta-| required to remove it without fracture. 

tion of the words, “Give meanother world! Of all the instruments I have seen,— 
to stand on, and I will produce a lever| from one said to have been in use in the 


that shall move this one;” or, in plainer 
language, where the force of ‘wo is applied 
to one, the one—then the weaker—must 
either be moved or broken. And here I 


beg to observe, that it is ever in the removal 
of teeth that the science and experience of 
the operator are put to the test. 

Every operator having due regard to 
the feelings of his patient and his own 
reputation, will be anxious to obviate the 


difficulties he may meet with, either by 
invention, or the selection of instruments 
best suited to his purpose; and the story 
related by Mr. Delafons of the young 
practitioner, who attempted to operate 
with an instrument having twe claws on 
the same lever, though it may serve to re- 
lieve the dulness of a lecture, or appear 
amusing in print, must, cre it be received 
as fact, pay a large toll at the turnpike 
of probability. But when I state, that in 
extraction the science and talent of the 
operator are put to the test, I would ob- 
serve also, that he is not, and cannot be, 





by any possible means acquainted with 
the exact position of the concealed roots | 
of the tooth. And it is further to be con-_ 
sidered, that the bony structures then 
about to be exposed to pressure, are only 
competent, by their formation, to afford a 
certain specific resistance. If tasked be- 
yond that, defeat, through their fracture, 
must be the inevitable result. Nor does 
it afford the slightest alleviation to the 
sufferings of the patient, whether the ope- 
ration be attempted laterally or by the 
more preposterous process of perpendicu- 
lar extraction. Patience, gentleness, and 
judgment, are in the greatest degree re- 
quisite to the skilful accomplishment of 
the object. Although, too, as an operator, 
he knows (or should know), that a first 


reign of the Edwards and the Henries, 
down to the present time,—I find none so 
suitable for surmounting these difficulties 
as key instruments (of my own fashion- 
ing), capable of being converted in effect, 
to the alternate purposes of forceps and 
key, or key and forceps, at pleasure, even 
during the process of operation. 

With regard to the bicuspides being an- 
nounced “ as single-rooted teeth,” I have 
always held it extremely hazardous, either 
in conversation or in writing, decidedly to 
declare the number of roots allotted to the 
teeth of the human subject, liable as they 
are to such curious and astonishing va- 
rieties. 1 have found dens sapientia with 
four roots, molars with five, and the bicus- 
pides most frequently with two. One very 
recently extracted by Mr. Sinclair, my 
partner, had three; and where they are 
single - rooted, they have generally the 
breadth of those which are double, pos- 
sessing, as it were, germinated roots, 
merely being divided by a thin and trans- 
parent portion of bone, easily discoverable 
when held up to the light immediately 
after extraction, and terminating their 
two distinct bloodvessel courses in one 
fibrous filament at the extremity of the 
root. These teeth offer little difficulty in 
removal with the forceps, if the forceps 
be so arranged as to press in their bite 
only on the sound neck of the tooth. This 
they may easily be made to do, by thrust- 
ing their points a little under the gum; 
but if the “ chops” are allowed to press 
on the sides of the decayed tooth, it will 
be crushed to pieces, and the stump will 
probably remain painfully immoveable, 
until descending or rising, in due course of 
time, from its socket, it may, if then 
painful, be easily expelled with the punch. 





Mr. Delafons thinks that tooth-drawing 
is so frequent, that the public usually re- 
gard it as a matter consideration 
1 am of a different opinion. A titledadmi- 
ral, for instance, whose courage, when on 
duty, had ever been most daring, and who 
was as familiar with fire and death as a de- 
mon or fabled salamander, to whom I was 
sent by his aunt (and indeed by the whole of 
his family, who had for a fortnight been 
kept in a state of the utmost anxiety and 
disturbance through his sufferings), po- 
sitively refused the proffered relief of 
extraction, saying, “I believe the world 
knows that I am no coward, but I strike 
to this, and would sooner lose a limb!” 
In another case, that of a surgeon in 
Brighton, since dead, ] persuaded the pa- 
tient, afterrepeated calls and examinations, 
to lose a first molar of the lower jaw, but 
the operation was not effected until he 
had swallowed as much brandy as made 
him ill for a week. Indeed, in the course 
« my Se mee all on whom I have ope- 

the highest personages in the 
joo to the lowest menial, have experi- 
enced fear at the process. 

With respect to the extraction of teeth 
completely perpendicular, I for one do 
not believe the thing possible, both from 
the form of their roots, and the myriads 
of membranous filaments connecting their 
periosteum with the internal lining of 
their sockets or alveoli, which may be 


seen by the microscope on recent extrac- 


When we say we do it as nearly 
perpendicular as possible, we say all that 
can with truth be said on the subject. 1 
confess I have never yet seen “a jaw, 
showing the sockets of the teeth as it 
were, upon springs,” except indeed in the 
case of an artificial set; nor have I ever 
found the bone to be “ of a soft, spongy, 
yielding texture,” even in cases of exfolia- 
tion. On the contrary, I have ever found 
the upper edges of these sockets unyield- 
ing and brittle, as bones usually are, and 
easily to be broken. I confess that until 
now I never heard it doubted that the 
teeth, jaws, and hones, were inelastic and 
unyielding. The effect of the pressure of 
a spring placed on a bicuspis of the under 
jaw, for the p se of ro te an ap- 
paratus for supplying “ the loss of a large 

rtion of the palatal bones,” as related 

y Mr. Delafons i in support of his opinion 
of the elasticity of the teeth, seems won- 
derful, when we are told that, through 
pressure of the spring, “ the tooth actu- 
ally sunk beneath it, until it so completely 
disap that not the least trace of it 
could be found!” The wonder on my 
part is—where it went to. If it sunk into 
the jaw, as Mr. Delafons would have us 
consider, believe me, if it could be found 


tion. 
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by no one else, it would have been found 
by the patient himself. It could not have 


m.|sunk into the jaw (had the space been 


large enough to hide it from the sight) 
but through the socket which held it;. 
and if it did that, it is fair to suppose that 
it must have produced (as in ordinary 
cases) inflammation, from membranous 
excitement, to the highest possible de- 
gree, when suppuration, succeeding excite- 
ment, would have in returned it to 
sight, as the volcanic fires of Vesuvius 
threw back the brass slipper of Empedocles! 
My version of this marvellous story (which 
was doubtless merely reported to its pre- 
sent narrator) would ascribe a much more 
simple cause for its disap ce. Loosen- 
ed from its socket, through the pressure 
of the spring, I should say that it fell from 
its position into the mouth, and was swal- 
lowed during mastication or sleep. Equally 
jabsurd with “ perpendicular extraction 
is the inad scheme of curing aching teeth 
by “ excision,” a sort of operation by 
halves. Two cases have fallen under my 
notice, where decapitation of molars had 
beey performed in London, and their radi- 
cal remains were afterwards consigned to 
oblivion in Brighton. 

The roots of the teeth, although conical 
for the most part, are not always so. They 
may be curved, crooked, or bulbed, with 
corresponding indentations in theirsockets. 
In some instances of lower-jaw molars, 
where great divergement of roots, or in- 
tervening alveolar, has existed (only to be 
guessed at by the tooth yielding, yet not 
coming out), I have found it requisite, 
with a powerful pair of cutting pliars, to 
divide transversely the crewn and roots, 
and then, by removing the roots with for- 
ceps, one at a time, have accomplished an 
operation which was previously rendered 
abortive. The works which I have offer- 
ed to the public contain minute explana- 
tions on the subject, with engravings of 
the instruments which I employ. 

With regard to hemorrhage from teeth 
extraction, although rare in occurrence, 
no one can consider himself exempt from 
such an accident, and we should ever be 
prepared with a remedy for it. That which 
I have found most effective, is, pressure 
on the lacerated vessel, which by that 
means soon closes, from the lation 
of its own stream. Lint, moistened with 
dilute sulphuric acid, or even bees wax 
made soft, and pressed on the vessel 
through the empty socket, I have ever 
found efficacious. With my best wishes 
and respects, I remain, Sir, yours, &c. 

C. Bene, 


Cope poe to their Ma 
the Royal na" 





Brighton, April 1833. 





DEBATE ON THE INFLUENZA. 


'the remedial means. 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY, 
Monday, May 13th, 1833. 
Mr. Kinopon, President. 


THE INFLUENZA. 

Atrnoven an im seemed ge- 
nerally to exist, that the prevailing epi- 
demic was on the decline, the time of the 
meeting was again wholly occupied by dis- 
cussion on the subject. Dr. Whiting alone 
showed cause against that opinion, affirm- 
ing that in his practice it had not abated, | 
and quoting the numerous accounts pub- | 
lished of its prevalence and extent through- 
out the country. 

No new fact was elicited,—the debate | 
taking what was, perhaps justly, consi- | 


The speaker left his 
hearers quite in the dark as to which pe- 
riodical his remarks were directed against, 
but we are led to believe that his wrath 
was more particularly excited by that of 
Longman and Co. 

Dr. Ryaw did not know to what pub- 
lication Mr. Proctor referred, but would 
repel the imputation as far as his journal 
was concerned, and contended for the pro- 


| priety of medical journalists commenting 


on the disease, many cases of which were 
undoubtedly curable by very slight treat- 
ment. 

Mr. Cuirton spoke of advantage to be 
derived from the application of warm 
water tothe forehead, to relieve the head- 
ach, and against free bleeding in the dis- 
ease. The only two cases in which he 


dered by Dr. Shearman a theoretical turn, | had employed the latter, were the most 
tending, however, to practical importance, | difficult to cure of all which he had treated. 
if the positions advanced were based on | He agreed with Dr. Burne as to the cog- 
solid grounds,—a query which we cannot | nizance of the disease by particular symp- 
satisfactorily answer. Neither can we)| toms, considering that the extraordinary 
advantageously give more than a skeleton | degree of prostration, and the greatamount 


of the proceedings, — inclining to show 
rather what points the debaters debated, 
than how they debated them,—a species 
of record which is often not without its 
interest, and occasionally more worthy of 
the public eye than a whole-length report. 
The reader can, in such cases, fill up the 
hiatuses with his own opinions. We are 
willing, with a few exceptions, that he 
should do so on the present occasion. 

Dr. Burne commenced by referring to 

a declaration made ona previous evening, 
that the influenza afforded no pathognomic 
signs by which it could be recognised,— 
averring, himself, that no disease could be 
more unerringly recognised by individual 
symptoms. 
Dr. Wuttine thought that this was not 
correct, and that an attack could be de- 
tected only be taking the symptoms in 
the mass. 

Mr. Procror took the opportunity of 
condemning the conduct of those medical 
journals which had led the public to believe 
that the influenza was an insignificant 
complaint, easily cured by saline medicines 
and blankets. He wished to state here, 
as the proceedings of the Society were 
made public, that these statements were 
very improper ones; and if the editors of 
those mischievous publications, the medi- 
cal , were really medical men, they 
oO to make themselves better acquaint- 
ed with facts before they thus attempted 





to deceive the public and the profession. | 
He had himself lost one patient (by death) | 
who had been led to think, from reading 
an extract from one of these journals, that 

. his disease was a common catarrh, and had 
suffered the inflammation ta get beyond 


of expectoration, were the most prominent, 
and such as were not common to any other 
disease. 

Mr. Witi1amMs remembered the similar 
influenza of 1803, and said, that depletion 
was then regarded as an injurious plan 
of treatment. 

Mr. Procror.—Yes, but the Brunonian 
doctrines were then in full fling, and prac- 
titioners had not learned the full use of 
the lancet. 

Dr. Wurtine was led by these latter 
remarks to recur to the opinion he ex- 
pressed on the last evening, that the in- 
flammation in this disease was of a specific 
kind. He contended (if we mistake not— 
for his views appeared, through some 
degree of intricacy, to be difficult of appre- 
hension on the part of many of his auditors, 
although expressed with the clearness 
which usually characterises his remarks in 
this society), that the fact of bleeding 
(employed as a remedial means) producing 
an injurious effect in this disease, went to 
show that the human frame was liable to 
more than one kind of inflammation,— 
here being one of a violent kind which 
venesection would not cure, while a large 
class was subservient to it. This view of 
many inflammations he had before ad- 
vanced, and endeavoured to confirm by 
reference to other diseases, and he thon: 
that an additional proof was now aff 
of its truth. Dr. Whiting’s opinions gave 
rise to a very long discussion. 

Dr. SHeaRMAN partly coincided with 
these views; he termed the disease a 
“ catarrhal fever,” in which the inflam- 
mation was “ essential,” and not of the 
same character as common inflammation, 
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Dr. Necri made some remarks on the 
mode of production of the disease. In 
Italy, where it was not unusual, they 
always alluded to it by an expression 
which implied that the atmosphere was 
the source of the attack,—that it was owing 
to the influence of a peculiar condition of 
the atmosphere. This he thought was 
right, averring that we ought not to speak 
of it as a specific disease, but as a disease 
produced by the atmosphere, evincing 
particular symptoms according to the part 
of the body on which the air had more 
directly acted. Thus, he had a patient 
under his care, who, when on horseback, 
always rode with his head leaning forwards 
and downwards, so that the back of his 
neck was exposed to the current of air 
through which he might be passing. As 
he was lately riding out, he suffered an 
attack of the epidemic, and came home 
complaining especially of great pain in 
the back of his neck, for which he wished 
leeches to be applied there. With this he 
(Dr. N.) did not comply, but administered 
sudorifics, produced free perspiration, and 
thus freed the patient at once from the 
catarrhal symptoms, the prostration, and 
the pain in his neck. The protwan cha- 
racters of the disease might in this way 
be accounted for, each person evincing | 
some symptom more prominent than the | 
rest, according to the part most exposed | 
to the poisonous influence of the air. 

Mr. Brenxarne remarked that the 
north-west winds had a great effect in 
producing the disease ; but Mr. Ciirron, 
who spoke as though he had been observ- 
ing the changes of the vane during the 
Jast two months, considered, that it had 
prevailed during every wind through 
nearly the whole of that period, and that 





all diseases this spring had assumed a more 
virulent character than usual. Dr. BurRNE 
thought that electrical variations in the 
atmosphere were closely connected with | 
the epidemic, and intimated that electricity | 
might ere long be discovered to exert an | 
influence in the production of human dis- 

orders as yet quite unsuspected. 


NEW STOMACH-EMPTIER, 


The time of the meeting was thus 
brought to a close, when an additional ten | 
minutes was devoted to the examination | 
of an apparatus for emptying the stomach | 
in cases of poisoning, invented by Mr. (or 
Dr.) Williams (a visitor on the present 


latter pipe was a small flat circular brass 
plate, ground fine, like the table of an air- 
pump, upon which a large cupping-glass 
was intended to be placed. yhen the 
tube is passed into the stomach, the inte- 
rior of the glass is heated with spirit of 
wine. It is then placed on ‘the plate, a 
partial vacuum is produced, and the liquid 
in the stomach passes up through the pipe 
covered by the glass, and flows over upon 
the brass plate. A wooden plate, with a 
greased groove for the edge of the glass, 
was shown, and seemed to be the handier 
of the two. The apparatus was simple 
enough, hut would under no circum- 
stances, probably, be adopted in prefer- 
ence to the air-pump; for although fluid 
may also be injected with it, the trouble of 
replacing the plate and pipe with an in- 
jecting bladder, would prove very vexa- 
tious to the practitioner who allowed him- 
self to be thus hindered when a stomach- 
pump was at hand. Mr. Williams says, 
that “ cupping-glasses are generally within 
reach when pumps are not.” True; but 


‘air-tight plates and suitable pipes are 


usually absent. The exhibitor displayed 
his contrivance with great politeness, and 


'was listened to with equal attention, but 


the apparatus is hardly worth carrying to 
the medical societies. 

*,* The observations in last week’s re- 
port assigned to Mr. Blenkarne, were made 
by Mr. Robarts. 





DUBLIN MEDICAL JOURNAL, 
May, 1833. 
HystericaL DETERMINATION TO THE 


Heapv.—The utility of both nitrate of 
silver and spirit of turpentine in such 


| cases, was suggested to me by the good 


effects these medicines are found to pro- 
duce in epilepsy, particularly when it oc- 
curs in persons of a nervous and delicate 
habit ; and since I have employed them in 
hysterical determination to the head, I 
have been able to overcome these and simi- 
lar affections with much greater facility 
than formerly; of these, as has been al- 
ready observed, the spirit of turpentine is 
best suited to the violent stages of the dis- 
order, and may be given in doses of one or 
two drachms, to be repeated according to 
its effects. The best vehicle is cold water, 
some will bear and derive advantage from 
two or three doses of this medicine in the 


occasion), and intended as a rival or sub-|day, experiencing from its use a diminu- 
stitute for the common stomach-pump. It/tion of headach, and removal of flatu- 
consisted of an enema pipe, attached to | lence, together with a moderate action of 
the extremity of a caoutchouc tube two; the bowels and kidneys. In some cases, 
feet long, at the other end of which was as occurs also occasionally in the treat- 
affixed a second pipe. At the base of the | ment of epilepsy by this medicine, it can< 





fae a eek ae oe 4 nk dee ao 


ene PRP OeP me ' Data 


DRY CUPPING.—OPIATE ENEMAS, 241 


not be persevered in, in consequence of the 
violent dysuria and hematuria it occa- 
sions; slighter degrees of these affections 
should not, however, prevent our conti- 
nuing it. When the paroxysm has abated, 
or when the spirit of turpentine has failed, 
the greatest benefit may be derived from 
the nitrate of silver continued for five or 
six days at a time, in doses of half a grain 
four times, or even six times a day. When 
the bowels are constipated, there Is no bet- 
ter combination than nitrate of silver with 
minute doses of compound colocynth pill, a 
formula, I believe, first recommended in 
dyspepsia by Dr. James Johnson, of Lon- 
don, and which 1 have found invaluable, 
not merely in the headachs of hysterical 
young women, but in those of men, parti- 
cularly the habitual stomach headach, to 
which delicate and literary men are so 
subject.— Dr, Graves. 


Dry CuprinG.—-The suction should be 
powerful, and should be sufficient to fix the 
cup for at least ten or fifteen minutes. In 
a young lady in Grafton-street, in whose 
case | first tried this method, its good 
effects were most striking; she had been 
lying for twenty-four hours, with her face 
somewhat swollen, her eyes open and un- 
meaning, unable to speak, and frequently 
agitated by violent hysterical convulsions. 
After the cups had been some time on, she 
recovered her consciousness and was able 
to speak. This result was the more re- 
markable, as she had, a year before, la- 
boured under a similar but less severe 
attack, for which she was treated, by two 
of the most eminent practitioners in Dub- 
lin, by means of shaving her head, leeches, 
ice, &c. &c., a mode of treatment which 
left her in so weakened and nervous a 
state, that her removal to the country be- 
came necessary, and she did not recover 
her usual strength for several months. 
Mr. Barker has given me the particulars 
of a very curious case: —A lady of rank, 
living in the vicinity of Dublin, was occa- 
sionally attacked by violent determination 
of blood to the head, and each of these 
paroxysins was sure to induce before it 
ended a violent propensity to suicide, 
which she very nearly succeeded in grati- 
fying on more than one occasion. This 
propensity, and the cerebral congestion 
which caused it, were afterwards removed, 
or rather prevented, by the timely appli- 
cation of dry cupping, as soon as the well- 
known premonitory symptoms of the pa- 
roxysm made their appearance. 


Exuipition or Opium in THE Form 
or Exema.—Dupuytren has recommend- 
ed the exhibition of opium in the form of \ 


injections, in preference to the usual me- 
thod of giving it by the mouth. The two 
following cases exhibit striking proofs of 
the utility of this practice, and its great 
superiority over the common method :— 
Case 1.— J. B., aged 30, by profession a 
surgeon, was admitted into Sir Patrick 
Dun's Hospital on the 8th of February 
last, in an extreme state of emaciation and 
debility, in fact, a complete skeleton; in- 
deed he considerably resembled the living 
skeleton, lately exhibited in France and in 
England. He had not the least fever; his 
digestive organs appeared quite healthy, 
his breathing natural, and he bad no cough, 
nor did he complain of any pain in the head. 
To what then was the reduction of flesh and 
strength owing? Partly to the effects of 
disease, but chiefly to abuse of those two 
powerful medicines, mercury and opium. 
His constitution became more and more 
impaired, and a cutaneous eruption, in 
every respect resembling the milder varie- 
ties of rupia prominens, made its appear- 
ance, While an ulcer commencing inside 
the left nostril, completely destroyed the 
nasal cartilage, so that the tip of the nose 
had fallen in. From his account it would 
appear, that some portion of the spongy 
bones had been also destroyed ; one of the 
spots of periostitis had evidently produced 
extensive exfoliation of the os frontis, but 
the part is now healed; he has no sore 
throat ; his gums are sound, and his tongue 
perfectly clean and moist ; he has no thirst, 
and his appetite is good; bowels quite re- 
gular. The few remaining spots of rupia, 
the arthritic swellings and pains, now be- 
come chronic, extreme debility, and an 
utter want of sleep, except when under 
the influence of enormous doses of opium, 
form the catalogue of his present com- 
plaints. For the last two years he has 
never had sleep at night, except jn conse- 
quence of an opiate: he was first induced 
to take this medicine in order to relieve 
his pains, but latterly it is not pain, but 
the impossibility of sleeping except when 
under its influence, that has forced him to 
use it constantly. He has often taken (wo 
ounces of Batley s solution in the day! Very 
large doses of opium act on his bowels as 
an aperient, and the use of this drug never 
produces headach, dulness, furred tongue, 
thirst, nausea, or the least disturbance of 
the circulating system. For a few nights 
after his admission into the hospital, he 
got two drachms of black drop every night, 
but it was not enough to procure any 
sleep, and he consequently entreated me 


'to double the dose; but I refused, and 


ordered the following treatment :—Three 


\drops of Fow/er’s arsenical solution three 


times a day. A nutritious but mild diet ; 
some wine at diuner; sarsaparilla broth, 
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one pint daily; a starch enema, with one 
scruple of black drop three times a day. 
The good effects of this treatment became 
soon apparent; his sleep gradually re- 
turned, and in the course of a fortnight 
was sounder and of longer duration than 
it had been for years. He daily gathered 
flesh and strength, and, in the course of a 
month, was so altered for the better, that, 
were it not for the depressed nose, no one 
could have recognised him to be the being 
whose misery, a month ago, had so strong- 
ly excited our commiseration. The arthri- 
tic affection has rapidly subsided, and with 
returning strength he is regaining the use 
of his limbs. 
Case 2.—The following case exhibits the 
effects of opiate injections in a man- 
ner not less striking than that just de- 
tailed. A professional gentleman of great 
abilities and strength of mind, about ten 
years ago was attacked with neuralgia of a) 
very severe description. The disease, which 
‘was caused originally by cold, pursued a 
most anomalous course, giving rise to 
amaurosis of one eye, ptosis and perma- 
nent strabismus of the affected eye; con- 
trary to the expectation of both Sir Astley | 
Cooper and Mr. Brodie, to whom he was 
introduced by his friend the late Dr. Wol- 
laston, the symptoms of cerebral disease 
made no further progress, but the neural- 
gic affection of one of his lower extremi- 
ties became intolerable, occurring in pa- 
roxysms of extreme violence, and only to 
be alleviated by repeated doses of opium. 
After the lapse of some years, the neural- 
gia became complicated with pain and 
swelling of the knee-joint, which still fur- 
ther added to his sufferings, and rendered 
him a complete cripple. This joint is now 
permanently enlarged, and within the last 
two years the lower extremity of the fe- 
mur seems to have formed an enormous 
exostosis of an equal growth all round its 
circumference, but not encroaching on 
the articulating surface of the bone, which 
still enjoys the slightest possible degree 
of motion, although it cannot be moved 
far from its flexed position. The neural- 
gic pains, if such they were, have within 
the last four years been worse than ever. 
During the paroxysms he has frequently 
been forced to take 100 grains of opium, 
much to his annoyance, for he found that 
it occasioned subsequent nausea and vo- 
miting, stupor, and other unpleasant symp- 
toms, while the constant repetition of this 
drug had uiey destroyed his appe- 
tite, and what he most deplored, had sen- 
sibly impaired his memory and mental 
ers. At length he was advised to use 
bh the form of injection. The allevia- 
produced by this change has been | 
most astonishing; half a drachm of lau-| 








danum thus used, when » twice 
or three times a day, effectually alleviates 
his suffering, and does not uce any of 
the bad effects before enumerated. His 
appetite is now good, his spirits cheerful, 
and his powers of mind unimpaired.— 
Dr. Graves, 


GuRGLING in FLATULENT STOMACRS. 
—In fever I have witnessed several times 
a very peculiar of dysphagia, evi- 
dently occasioned by flatulent distention 
of the stomach to such an extent that the 
lower portion of the cesophagus partook of 


|this condition; at least, I conjecture 80, 


for during the struggle of the dysphagic 
paroxysm, a gurgling noise was heard, as 
if the bit of food was met by a of 
air contained in the lower part of the a@so- 
phagus; my friend, Doctor Autenrieth, of 
Tubingen, has particularly remarked this 
symptom, or at least something like it, in 


| what he calls the abdominal typhus fever 


of young people ; for he says, if the 
tient takes any drink, a peculiar gudieg 
noise is heard, as if the fluid was poured 
into a lifeless bag. Now, in precisely such 
a case, Mr. Rumly and | saw a young 
lady affected, in addition to this noise, 
with so great spasmodic dysphagia, pro- 
bably from the entrance of wind into the 
lower end of the wsophagus, that she al- 
together refused to drink. This pheno- 
menon gradually disappeared, and the 
lady ultimately recovered ; but it deserves 
to be remarked, that in general this symp- 
tom and the gurgling noise, described by 
Dr. Autenrieth, are very bad omens in 
fever.—Dr. Graves. 


Smati- Pox arrer InocuLarion. — 
The following is especially authentic, and 
1 publish it with the permission of Mr. 
Barker, of Great Britain-street. Mrs. 
Barker was inoculated with the small- 
pox in 1801, by Mr. Stewart, then Sur- 
geon-General. The inoculation succeeded, 
and she had the disease favourably. The 
pustules were nowhere confluent, and 
were thinly scattered over her face, ex- 
tremities, and body. The disease ran its 
usual course, and was sufficiently severe 
as to leave marks or pits in several places. 
A few days ago, Mrs. Barker was attacked 
very violently with fever, which, after 
three days terminated in a very copious 
eruption of varioloid; she could trace the 
infection to a child in small-pox, with 
which she had been in contact. Mrs. 
Barker was near her confinement at the 
time, and in three weeks after the acces- 
sion of the varioloid, was delivered of a 
dead child, which was covered with the 
true variolous eruption, at about the stage 
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of pustular maturation. io een ges jt the creatures of the double betrayer 
gave varioloid to mother, : . : 
oak tenn I-pox to the child. The |" hie own iy blood, and of the liberties 
small-pox communicated to the child in of his country: 
utero is not necessarily fatal. I have 
known a child born with it, survive. ANATOMICO-LEGAL INVESTIGATION. 
Another remarkable and perfectly authen-' The medico-legal d ™ 
ubamtand diinte dwed|.. 2 eee 
my tance :—A young lady, residing | nales d’Hygeine, contains some very valu- 
near a was vaccinated — an able papers. The first is a series of re- 
ere is reason to believe that! : . i 
the ination was not properly watch ed, Ports by MM. Chevallier and Boys de 
#0 a8 to ascertain whether it had succeeded. Loury, on the case of Ramus, who was 
When eight years old, this young lady murdered in Paris last August, by the ad- 
caught the true smali-pox from infection, |. inistration of a dose of weak prussic 
the disease was not at any period of its; ~~ 
progress dangerous, and left no pits. At acid, and decapitation during the insensi- 
eighteen years of age, she was again at- | pility j . 4 : 3 
tacked, but the disease was now varioloid, | mity taduced hy te pomen. The tee 
and not attended by secondary fever. She | 4¢rer, as soon as the deed was accom- 
did not escape, however, so ay with re-| plished, cut up the body into several 
gard to its consequences, for she was|,: ws ‘ 
evidently marked. In such cases, as has, — some of wwe Be auew into the 
been long ago remarked, the pits on the Seine, and others he hid in various drains 
surface of the skin are very different from and private places. The principal points 
those left by the pustules of the small-, : apg afl 
pox.—Dr. Green, . |referred by the authorities to the medical 
| examiners, were the identification of the 
jpieces of the body, the determination of 
| the question of decapitation before or after 
death, and the analysis of the contents of 
the stomach and intestines. The first of 


these was readily answered, by the uni- 








THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, May 18, 1835. 


We have received the French journals 
up to Sunday the 12th of May inclusive. 
The last No. of the Archives Générales de 


formity of colour of the hair on all the 
pieces, the identical texture of the skin, 
the apposition of the various sections, and 


Médecine was published on the 7th instant,| the fact of four of the cervical vertebre 
the Journai de Chimie Médicale on the 11th, | remaining with the head, and three with 
and the Annales d’Hygeiene on the 10th.|the trunk. It was concluded that the 
Of these, the last is the only one which| decapitation had taken place during life, 
contaius a single article of interest to the| from the anemic state of the viscera, the 
British reader. retraction of the divided parts, and espe- 
From the Lancette Francaise, Gazette Mé-| cially from the collapsed and bloodless 
dicale, and Journal Hebdomadaire, as well as| state of the heart. Lastly, the analysis 
from the letters of our correspondent, we! of the gastro-intestinal contents, guided by 
learn that the pseudo-concours is in pro-| the fact of a smell of bitter almonds existing 
gress, but that this paltry mockery of a|in the stomach, led to the detection of 
concours excites no attention. Why should | prussic acid by the ordinary process, fully 
it? Let the oral proofs turn as they may, | described in this journal. The chief in- 
; pes ; »| terest attached to the chemical investiga- 

4 x esq fy TK, sae ac tion is the detection of the prussic acid 
ove eel & er 2 Ore | seven days after death. The medical and 
iniquitous piece of humbug. But what’ ‘i emical reports here alluded to were 
better could be expected, when the regu- drawn up before the apprehension of the 
lators of the proceedings, the Conseile assassin, and the conclusions they con- 





Royale de U' Université, consist exclusively tained were subsequently fully borne out 
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by his confession. He was guillotined in 
Paris about six weeks since. 
MEDICO-LEGAL INVESTIGATION. 
The next article is of the highest prac- 
tical value. It is the narrative of the in- 


vestigations pursued in a case of suspected 
poisoning. Inquiries of this kind are the 


nicest and most difficult that the medico- | 


legal chemist can be called on to con- 


duct. He has usually no positive indi- 


cation to guide him, and if he trust to 
vague notions and suspicions, he is almost 
sure to be led astray. In proportion to 
the absurdity of the suspicion, his difficul- 


ties increase, and arrive at their acme. 


when the charge is totally devoid of foun- 
dation, for it may now be admitted that it 
is a matter of much greater facility to 
detect any of the recognizable poisons 
than to prove the absence of the whole 
of the poisons of that description. 


The facts detailed in the present nar-| 


rative, relate, briefly, to a woman jea-| 
lous of her husband, determined to poison 
him, and for that purpose endeavouring | 
to buy some arsenic. The vender, to de- 
ceive her, substituted gum arabic, in 


powder, for the arsenic, and she accord- 
ingly mixed the gum with a cup of coffee, 


and gave it to her intended victim. The 
husband's suspicions being excited by the 
unusual taste, the wife became terrified, 
and attempted to spill what remained. 
She was, however, prevented from exe- 
cuting this purpose, and the remains of 
the mixture were preserved for analysis, 
which operation was intrusted to MM. 
Girardin and Baruel. 

The fluid was contained in a bottle, 
filled to the neck. It was of a whitish 
colour, and seemed to be very viscous; 
some oily globules formed at its surface. 
Guided by this indicator, the bottle was 
filled to the mouth with distilled water, 
placed in a warm situation, and the oily 
globules which rose to its surface, were 
removed every half hour with a pipette. 
About four drachms of oil were thus pro- 
cured. This oil was tree from any acrid 
or bitter taste, and possessed all the pro- 
perties of olive oil. 

The oil being removed, the remaining 
contents of the bottle were boiled in a 
water-bath, and then filtered. The filtra- 


ANALYSIS OF SUSPICIOUS FLUID. 


tion was extremely slow, but the fluid 
| which did pass was quite clear, and there 
'remained on the filter a clotted, greyish, 
|large residuum. The limpid fluid was of 
a brown colour, and acid smell and re- 
action. Treated by a current of sulphu- 
retted hydrogen gas, it underwent no 
change, even after twelve hours repose, 
nor on the addition of some drops of mu- 
riatic acid. The absence of the majority 
of mineral poisons was thus proved. It 
then remained to examine whether any 
vegetable poison could be detected, and 
‘what was the nature of the substances 
| present, although no poison existed. The 
residual fluid was, for this purpose, placed 
in a retort, and distilled from a water bath 
to the consistence of a syrup. The dis- 
tilled fluid had an alcoholic and acid smell 
and reaction. To ascertain what was the 
| acid, and to separate the alcohol, the fluid 
| was saturated with potash, and a thirtieth 
part then removed by distillation. This 
| product was manifestly alcoholic. The 
| original saturated fluid from which the 
alcohol had thus been removed, was eva- 
porated in a glass capsule to one-tenth of 
its volume; this tenth being placed in a 
small retort, eight drops of sulphuric acid 
added, and distillation repeated, a colourless 
fluid, having all the properties of acetic 
acid, condensed in the receiver. 

The syrupy matter in the retort was 
then mixed with strong alcohol in large 
quantities, and a flaky, filamentous, white 
matter, was separated in great abundance. 
The fluid was filtered. It passed with 
rapidity, had lost its viscosity, and the 
precipitate was collected, and dried in a 
vapour-bath. When dry it was whitish, 
of mucilaginous taste, and partially solu- 
ble in water. Treated with nitric acid, 
fumes of nitrous acid were evolved, and a 
sediment of mucic acid was produced, while 
oxalic acid remained in solution. The pre- 
cipitate was thus proved to have been 
chiefly composed of gum. 

The alcoholic filtered fluid was now 
evaporated to dryness, the product dis- 
solved in water, and divided into three 
portions. Persulphate of iron added to 
one did not heighten its colour, as it would 
have done were opium present in any form. 
In the second, ammonia produced no pre- 
cipitate, even after standing twenty-four 
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hours. Nitric acid added to the third, 
occasioned no change of colour, neither 
did the proto-muriate of tin; consequently 
no detectable vegetable alcaloid existed in 
the fluid examined. 

There now remained to be examined 
the clotted residuum, which, after the first 
boiling and filtering, remained on the pa- 
per. It was insoluble in water, greasy to 
the touch, not changed in colour by iodine 
or sulphuretted hydrogen, by which quali- 
ties the absence of amilaceous matters, or 
soluble metallic poisons, was ascertained. | 
Heated on iron, oily drops exuded, which | 
inflamed like butter, and the remaining | 
mass burned away, evolving a smell of| 
cheese. To prove the presence of these | 
two substances, a part of the mass was 
heated with ammonia, which dissolved the | 
caseum, and left the butter in the form of 
white flakes, which fused when heated, 
and again became solid when cooled. Sul- 
phuric acid, added to the ammoniacal so- 
lution, produced a white precipitate of 
caseous clots. 

Lastly, to ascertain whether the pre- 
cipitate contained any insoluble mineral 
poison, it was calcined in a platinum 
capsule. The cinder treated with nitric 
acid, and the clear solution thus obtained, 
was found, on examination, to contain not 
the least trace of copper, or other mineral 
poison. 

By the preceding analysis, the substance 
examined was shown to contain alcohol, 
acetic acid, gum, sugar, oil, and milk. 
The analysts express some doubt whether 
the two first were not products of decom- 
position of the fluid examined. They con- 
clude, moreover, by “ denying the pre- 
sence of any mineral or vegetable poison 
in the examined fluid.” Our readers have 
thus been afforded a good example of the 
niceties involved in these inquiries. We 
do not, however, by any means, believe 
that the reporters were entitled to come 
to the peremptory conclusion they have 
deduced. All they could correctly state 
was, that no “ recognizable” poison ex- 
isted, &c. Without performing a quanti- 
tative analysis of a given weight of the 
fiuid (say 100 grains), and finding a cer- 
tain weight of each of its ingredients, for 
illustration, thus— 
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without this the analyst merely finds that 
such ingredients exist in the substance, 
but he does not prove that they compose 
it altogether. Our readers will readily 
understand this important point, by con- 
sidering the illustration we have given. 

The remaining papers shall be noticed 
in another Number. ; 





WE trust that long ere this some of the 
blockheads who supported the election of 
his Royal Highness the Duxr of Sussex to 
the Presidency of the Royal Society, have 
suffercd the pangs of shame consequent on 
so foolish an act. Royalty and science! 
How the terms assimilate! As harmo- 
niously as poison and antidote, igno- 
rance and knowledge. The selection of a 
prince, because he was a prince, to preside 
over a society claiming to be considered 
as a scientific body, resembles topping the 
temple of science with a cap and bells. If 
such an institution as that of the Royal 
Society be not admired and esteemed for 
its accumulated stores of information, and 
its consequent utility, the whole concern 
sinks into a mockery, becomes a juggle 
before the community, and instead of af- 
fording an honourable protection to men 
of real attainments, it must be prostituted 
to the base and unworthy purpose of con- 
ferring the title of F.R.S. on individuals 
whose only claim to the distinction con- 
sisted in practising that mean and des- 
picable species of sycophancy through the 
instrumentality of which, the paltry mock 
honour may be acquired. Did the “ Roy- 
alist” party in this Society imagine that 

s 
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the want of mental ornament would be | once enjoyed, until it is purged of at least 
more than compensated by the epicu-/ half the individuals who have contrived 
rean and bacchanalian pleasures of Ken- | by some means or other to be incorporated 
sington Palace? If so, the disappointment | amongst its fellows. The fact must not 
they now experience is not intellectual | be concealed, that the title of F.R.S. is 
but sensual. The mischievous wights are | now seen attached to the names of indi- 
stung where their feelings are most acute. | viduals, whose literary claims would not 
The entertainments at the Palace have been | justify their occupying the secretaryship 
few and far between, and the invitations|of a parochial club. Instcad of leaving 
partial; in short, the whole of the mem-| the elections to the entire body of asso- 
bers have not been honoured by the civil- | ciates, an electoral committee, annually 
ities of the Royal President, and, strange| chosen by the Fellows, should regulate 
to relate, amongst the individuals ber uate admissions to the general body. At 
heen thus slighted, are some in the highest | all events, if some change do not take 
degree distinguished for their scientific | place, and that alteration prove a great 
and literary attainments. In short, the eti-| practical improvement on the present 
quette now observed by the Duke as the | system, the Society will, if possible, sink 
President of the Society,—is as insulting to a lower position than the degraded one 
as it is pointless, and tends to make, which it at present occupies. 

courtiers or sycophants of the entire body 
of Fellows. Can it be credited, for ex-| Tuanxs to the talents, integrity, and 
ample, that the Royal President declines | industry, of Mr. Warsurtron,—the Pre- 
to invite any Fellow of the Society|sipenr and Censors of the Gollege of 
to the occasional soirees at Kensington | Physicians, and the Presipenr of the 
Palace, who does not happen to have! College of Surgeons—those self-sufficient, 
undergone a formal introduction to him | selfish sinecurists of the National Vaccine 
either at the rooms of the Institution or| Board —will no longer have the opportunity 
elsewhere,—his appearance at the former | of drawing salaries from the public purse, 
now being a rare event? Thus a pre-/in return for the only labour performed 
vious crouching to some underling toad- by them—that of applying to the treasury 
eater, is the only passport to the scientific | for the money. This board, in short, is 
meetings at the Palace. We mention these purged of its useless and gaudy append- 
circumstances with pain. The Royal Duke ages, whilst all the valuable, the working, 
is not without sense, neither is he devoid | part of the machinery is retained, and 
of manly feeling. His ear, we suspect, is | without any reduction from the small 
poisoned by some creature that is ever) salaries of the gentlemen who have dis- 
fawning and crawling about his person. It) charged all the duties connected with the 
is, therefore, earnestly to be hoped, that) institution. The influence of Sir Henry 
all interested, petty-minded, advisers will Hatrorp is on the wane. That slippery 
be removed from his confidence, and that | nose, which used to penetrate into every 
he will discharge his duty as the President | medical sanctuary with impunity, is now 
of a Society which ought to consist of an| receiving some painful pinches between 
assemblage of the first scientific men in| doors and architraves, where gold-laced 
the world. But in justice to the Duke it} attendants were formerly in the habit of 
must be observed, that no exertions on/ most servilely booing at the entré of the 
his part can obtain for the Royal royal bulletin-signer. Sir Henry should 
Society the high consideration which it] take the advice of an observer, if not of @ 
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friend. He should quit the scene of his ence of medicine. In one paragraph of 
former exploits, and retire to his country | the Company’s memorial, which will be 
seat, or wholly devote his great talents to found at page 256 of our present Number, 
the duties of private practice, and leave i find this passage :— 

the colleges, and all other medical corpo-; “ That the sums of money received by 


egencra- | the Society of Apotliecaries for certificates 
rations, to work out their own - |of qualification, are not more than suffi. 


tion, without putting their members to |cient to defray the necessary expenses of 
the pain of brushing off with their own | enforcing the law against incompetent and 
hands the slimy crea which hang | U2aqualified practitioners, and the other 


necessary expenses of administering the 
about the walls of these decayed edifices. | Act, and that no part whatever of the 
sums so received has been, or is, appro- 
peietet to the private purposes of this 
Society.” 


Whence the necessity of recording 





ALARMED, and not without cause, at the 


prospect before them, the Master and the concluding portion of this sentence 
Warpens of the Society of Aporueca-| if the former part of it is in accordance 
nies have presented a “memorial” to the | with the truth? 


Why, truly, if all the 
money received has been only sufficient 
to defray the necessary expenses, there was 


Secretary of State for the Home De-| 
PARTMENT, pretending to explain the ad 
vantages that have resulted from their ad- | none left to be “ appropriated to the pri- 
ministration of the powers of the Act of hess purposes of the Society.” In short, 
1815, and the evils that may arise from |the public appetite for the cash was so 
éffecting any change in the principle or | strong that there was none left to gratify 
details of that statute. At the same time the private propensity to palm the gold. 
it is our duty to state, that a negotiation | Is it not true that the Society has received 
has been opened by the occupiers of Rhu- | from medical students forty thousand 
barb Hall and the Bats’ Cave in Lincoln's pounds? And if so, what has become of 
Inn Fields. The two bodies, we suspect,| the cash? Have they founded a single 
in their secret proceedings, are prompted | medical professorship, or even have they 
by one motive—that of self-interest. Thus, | founded a single scholarship? No, not one; 
if the members of the College of Surgeons, but the money has been expended, forsooth, 
Licentiates of the College of Physicians, in the prosecution of unqualified practi- 
and the students at our public and private | tioners. Ay! no small portion of it has 
schools, remain passive, we may have some been handed over to lawyers, to persecute, 
cause for fearing—notwithstanding the to distract, to break up, to ruin, graduates 
upright intentions of the Government | of the Scotch and Irish Universities, and 
with respect to the proposed changes in|members of the Royal Colleges of Sur- 
medical law—that no just and general ex-|geons of London and Edinburgh; and 


tension of the rights of the colleges will be 
derived from annulling or altering the 
power of the Worshipful Company of 
Apothecaries. We must act,—promptly 
act. “Time and circumstance” are in 
our favour; the disposition of the Go- 
vernment is friendly to the mass of prac- 
titioners, and favourable to the interests of 
the public, so far as those interests are con- 
cerned in the due cultivation of the sci- 


while these heartless, these cruel, pro- 
ceedings have been pursued, with un- 
against respectable 
and well-educated practitioners, the 
LONGS, the EADYS, and the MORI- 
SONS, HAVE BEEN ALLOWED TO 
ESCAPE WITH IMPUNITY! Ought 
the members of a retail drug company 
to hold such a power as this, and to ex- 
ercise it with the severity of a set of ruth- 
$2 


relenting vigour, 








less barbarians? Witness the proceedings 
in the case of Mr. Ryan, a highly re- 
spectable member of the College of Sur- 
geons, and many others whom we could 
name. We say that the legislature can- 
not permit this Act to inflict further dis- 
grace on the statute book. It is a foul 
blot on the not-over-white page of medical 
education; and Government, we feel as- 
sured, is disposed to expunge that portion 
of it which has already worked so much 
mischief, and will, if it continue to exist, 
inflict in hundreds of additional in- 
stances most outrageous acts of injustice. 
The Apothecaries Company, as a drug- 
company, should take care of the chemists 
and druggists, over whom (monstrous in- 
advertence in legislation!) they have now 
no power whatever. 

* In amending the law, however, we sin- 
cerely hope that Ministers will not be 


urged to proceed hastily, and thus frame | 


an enactment suited to the purposes of 
Only two or three parties. The law should 
harmonize throughout England, Ireland, 
and Scotland, and the rights and privileges 
of all the fellows and licentiates should be 
recognised as equal. 

If, then, the members of the Colleges 
of Surgeons of Edinburgh and Dublin are 
to enjoy the privilege of practising medi- 
cine in England and Wales by Virtue of 
their diplomas from those institutions, is 
it possible, is it consistent with any prin- 
ciple of justice, that members of the Royal 
College of Surgeons in London should be 
denied the like privilege? But members 
of Parliament cannot legislate for our 
wants unless those wants are made known 
to them. It is absurd and puerile to the 
last degree to grumble in our parlours 
over the difficulties against which we have 
to control, and not take a single step, or 
make one effort, towards their effectual 
and permanent removal. Private conver- 
sations with members of both Houses of 


the Legislature may effect much in pro- 


REQUISITION TO COLLEGE COUNCIL. 


| ducing an unobjectionable law ; but as the 
| truth communicated in private may be 
[destroyed by falsehoods communicated 
also in private, it becomes essential at this 
‘singularly important epoch, that a dis- 
cussion of our wants and grievances should 
‘take place in pusBiic. As it is perfectly 


certain that some new law will be enacted 
affecting the privileges of the medical 
corporations, it is our duty to strain every 
‘nerve to make it as perfect as possible,— 


,in short, to render the Government every 
|information towards the accomplishment 
of their wise and benevolent intentions. 
The existing law, as it is applied to 
quacks and other incompetent practitio- 
It should be rendered 
sufficiently strong to rid society of all such 


ners, is too weak. 


destructive nuisances. 








Tue following is a copy of the rEqut- 
sition which is circulating privately 
| amongst the members of the College, and, 
| we understand, is to be left at the medical 
booksellers for signature. Need we point 
out to our brethren of the commonalty 
the necessity of joining the request thus 
made, by attaching their names with 
promptitude? It is expected that the 
Apothecaries-Act-Amendment Bill will be 
in the House of Commons in a few days,— 
possibly before this journal can issue from 
the press. 

“ Requisition. 
“To the Presipent and Councit of the 


Royat CoLiteGe or SurGEONS IN 
Lonpon. 


“ Gentlemen, — We the undersigned 
members of the Royal College of Surgeons 
in London,—understanding that it is the 
intention of the Government to effect some 
alterations in the Apothecaries Act of 
1815, jn order to relieve the members of 
the Colleges of Surgeons in Dublin and 
Edinburgh from the necessity of obtain- 
ing the license of the Apothecaries Com- 
pany of London to confer on them the 
right to prepare and dispense medicines in 
England Wales, in cases decmed medical, 
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—we are particularly anxious that the 
sense of the members of our College, ge- 
nerally, should be taken on ‘the question, 
whether it is not advisable that the legis- 
lature should be addressed, praying that | 
the diploma of the Royel College of Sur- 

geons in London may be deemed a suffi- | 
cient authority for the legal exercise, by 

its or, of the practice of medicine 

in all its departments. 

“ Feeling deeply interested in the con-| 
struction of any bill that may be intro- | 
duced to the notice of Parliament, we 
respectfully but most earnestly entreat 
that you will at your earliest possible con- | 
venience, convene a meeting of the mem- | 
bers of the College either in the Theatre 
of the Institution, or in such other place | 
as may be deemed more suitable, in order 
that the subject herein mentioned may be 
seriously and deliberately considered by 
them.” 





WE do not know that we are warranted 
in noticing the falsehoods which are con- 
stantly promulgated by the “ impostor” 
of the Medical Gazette. Having stated in 


Tue Lancet, that under the operation of 
the Act of 1815, the Apothecaries Com- 
pany had “ succeeded in extracting forty | 
“thousand pounds from the pockets of| 


“ medical students,” the impostor alleges 
that “this statement is absolutely false, 
and hyperbolically absurd.” In hazard- 
ing such an assertion, of course the hired 
assassin’s scribe has done no more than 
execute the bidding of his masters; but 
we may condescend to inform the impos- 
tor, that the calculation is founded on the! 
list of licentiates published by the Wor- 
shipful Society,—a document which was 
forwarded to us from the office of the 
Company. 





Tue cholera, we learn, has entirely 
ceased at Havannah, but has visited Ma- 
tanzas, and a month since was proving 
fatal to between two and three hundred 
persons a day. It has also reached 
Mexico, and many other places in the 
surrounding country. 

Tue influenza, under the more for- 
midable- looking designation of “ La 
Grippe,” prevails in every quarter of Paris, 
and is there spoken of as being “ very 





troublesome” to the inhabitants, notwith- 
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standing the existence of a brilliant sky 
and a steady temperature of the atmo- 
sphere. A hundred thousand patients are 
reckoned as under treatment for it. 





A Treatise on obstructed and inflamed Hernia, 
aud on Mechanical Obstruction of the 
Bowels Internally, Second Edition, with 
an Appendix, containing additional 
Cases and Observations, with Diagrams, 
Replies to Reviewers, &c. By Henry 
Sreruens, M.R.C.S. London, Highley, 
1831. 8vo. pp. 214. 

In consequence of the vast number of 
trashy publications which issue from the 
press, the business of medical reviewing 


|is one of the most unsatisfactory and irk- 


some that can well be conceived. It is a 


| department of literary labour in which it 


is impossible to give satisfaction, either to 
authors or readers. If the journal fail to 
contain a certain number of pages of re- 
views, then it is thought that the new 
works are neglected; whereas if it fail to 
notice recent publications, or dismiss them 
briefly, then the authors themselves are 
wont to exclaim that the journal is harsh, 
or unjust in its criticisms, or is regardless 
of the reputation of authors, and the in- 
terests of its readers. Observing how 
frequently it happens in medical litera- 
ture that books are sent before the public 
with forms of puff and announcement 
which are calculated to furnish an impres- 
sion of their vast importance, but at the 
same time finding, on examination, that 
they are written and advertised with no 
other view than that of acquiring for their 
authors a certainspecies of notoriety, it is 
seldom that we take up a new publication 
unless under that unfavourable kind of 
impression which such practices are cal- 
culated to produce. The physicians and 
surgeons of some hospitals and infirmaries 
appear to consider that it would be infra 
dig. for them to continue in office more 
than a few months, without offering to the 
public a volume of experimental inquiries, 
physiological researches, or facts and ob- 
servations connected with some structure 
or function of the human body, though 
not one out of twenty of such works is des- 
tined to occupy a place in any library of 





practical medicine, It was one of the 
manauvres of the pures and the medical 
journalists of former years to give en- 


couragement to this system of puffing the | 


pages of the self-styled “heads” of the 
profession, and thus discourage surgeons 
in private general practice from engaging 
in, or attempting to hold, even the most 
subordinate stations in the field of medical 
literature. The late Mr. Hey, of Leeds, 
commenced the dispersion of that cloud 
which had so long obscured the real talent 
and usefulness of surgeons practising in 
all the branches of the profession. That 
gentleman showed that practitioners who 
could furnish medicine from their own 
surgeries were not incapable of observing 
diseases with the eyes of physiologists, but 
were as competent to found philosophical 
deductions on their experience, as ever 
were the pampered favourites of the 
rotten medical corporations. The labours 
of Mr. Hey gave rise to much expec- 
tation as to the value of the practical 
works which would be furnished to me- 
dical libraries in consequence of the 
excellent example thus shown to those 
medical gentlemen who belonged to the 
same rank of the profession. Nor has 
this feeling been wholly disappointed. 
Within the last few years, very many 
works have been published by surgeons 
in general practice, which far outshine, 
in point of practical utility, the vapouring 
and conceited performances of those in- 
dividuals who affect to know everything 
in medical science, but appear at the same 
time to be incapable of instructing even 
the junior members of the profession in 
the least important of its facts and prin- 
ciples. 

Of the class of uséful productions to 
which we allude, the volume now before 
us must rank as one of the most valuable 
yet published on the subject to which it 
is devoted. We ought long since to have 
reviewed this work, but it is not extraor- 
dinary that amidst the mass of literary 
rubbish by which we are surrounded, 
a work of decided value should now and 
then escape observation for a period not 
warranted by other circumstances. This 
remark may be applied with strict pro- 
priety to a few other publications, which, 
along with Mr. Stephens’s, ought before 
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| this to have obtained a critical examina- 
tion from us. Regretting the delay which 
has taken place, we strike off at once to 
examine the highly-important subject 
| which has engaged the attention of our 
author. 


Under the head of “ Obstructed Her- 
|nia,” Mr. Stephens includes all those 
states of obstruction from a hernia which 
are not dependent on, or caused by, an 
actual strangulation of the included intes- 
tine. Thus, any state of stricture which 
acts more by obstructing than strangu- 
lating the intestine, he considers ought to 
come under the head of “ obstructed her- 
nia,” instead of remaining under that of 
“ slow or chronic inflammation,” or “ in- 
carceration,” or “ engouement.” But the 
particular object of his treatise is to call 
the attention of the profession to a pecu- 
liar but important species of what he terms 
“ obstruction,” which arises not as a con- 
sequence of any kind of strangulation, or 
of any state or degree of constriction, but 
depends upon the intestine contracting 
an adhesion to any part with which it 
may be in contact (most frequently the 
hernial sac), by means of which adhesion 
the function of the intestine and its peris- 
taltic movement areat first interrupted and 
impeded, and at length totally arrested. 

We cannot avoid expressing our wish 
that Mr. Stephens had adopted a less ob- 
jectionable term than “ obstructed hernia,” 
It is one which by no means explains the 
peculiar condition of the parts which he 
has elucidated. The constiicted hernia is 
an obstructed hernia in a much more lite- 
ral sense than is that here described as re- 
sulting from a membranous adhesion. In 
fact, the obstruction of which our author 
treats, exists even where there is no her- 
nia, and, consequently, the name here ap- 
plied to this form of disease, is particularly 
inappplicable. In making this objection, 
we must in candour admit that no term 
occurs to us at this moment, the announce- 
ment of which would convey any correct 
notion of the obstruction to the passage 
of the feces, by the occurrence of a mem- 
branous adhesion of the intestine to the 
parts surrounding that canal. 


Mr. Stephens does not waste time on 
long and well-understood definitions, nor 








INFLAMED HERNIA." 


does he enter into tedious descriptions of 
hernia, but proceeds straightway to call 
attention to views and matter altogether 
new, and presents to us at once the cases 
and facts upon which his ideas were first 
raised, and are now supported. 


In the month of September, 1824, our 
author was called to a woman, who, three 
days previously, had been labouring under 
symptoms of disorder of the stomach and 
bowels, as occasional sickness, with a slight 
degree of pain in the abdomen, and con- 
stipation. The symptoms were of too 
mild a character to excite suspicion of 
hernia, until the sixth day, when the| 
matter assumed a fecal appearance, and 
then an inquiry into its nature was made, 
which was answered by the patient 
negatively (she not understanding what 
was meant by a rupture). The symptoms 
having a different aspect from those which | 
éxist in strangulated hernia, our author's 
suspicions were not strongly awakened, | 
and a minute inquiry or examination was 
not, therefore, made. The symptoms were | 
the reverse of an acute state of disorder or | 
excitement, which is characteristic of| 
strangulated hernia; they exhibited a) 
character of nervous depression, and an 
alarming state of sinking only, accom- 
panying which was a vomiting of fecal 
matter, and obstinate constipation. On the 
eleventh day from her attack, she mentioned | 
that she had a swelling on the side of 
the abdomen, which had existed twenty 
years. This proved to be a ventral hernia ; 
but it was not strangulated or in any de- 
gree constricted, it readily receded upon 
pressure into the abdomen, with a gurg- 
ling noise, but returned when the pres- 
sure wasremoved. It was not tense, nor 
did pressure upon it give pain, but as we 
before observed, caused its immediate re- 
duction. Our author concluded that the 
symptoms arose from some internal cause 
of disorder, and were not connected with 
the hernia. On the following day (Friday), 
he learned that she had been long subject 
to colic in the bowels, and his reflections 
upon the case led him to believe, that the 
symptoms might be produced by some 
mechanical impediment connected with 
the hernia; this determined him to pro- 
pose an operation, with a view of deciding 





|causes than strangulation. 
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if relief could be by such means obtained 
Her friends urged her apparently dying 
state as an objection, but on the following 
day yielded to his carnest solicitations. 
Mr. Stephens operated, and found a por- 
tion of loose reducible intestine wichin the 
tumour, which easily passed into the ab- 
domen, his finger passing through the 
opening with it, but one small portion of 
the intestine was irreducible, it being 
united by adhesions to the hernial sac. 
The operator separated the adhesions and 
returned the bowel, and the result was a 
perfect recovery. 

Our author approves of Sir A. Cooper's 
practice of purging a patient after opera- 
tions for hernia, as he believes the sooner 
the functions of the intestines are restored, 
the more certain and speedy is the re- 
covery. The sickness and other symp- 
toms ceased in his patient, after the ope- 
ration, but the vital depression was not 
thoroughly removed, until there had been 
copious evacuations from the bowels. The 
following extract contains our author's 
reflections on this point :— 

“The above case was to me exceedingly 
important, it opened to my mind new 
views of the nature of hernia, and showed 
plainly, that it may prove fatal from other 
All writers 
upon the subject. have recommended the 
operation for hernia in cases of strangu- 
lation only, and surgeons of the present 
day would not think of operating in a case 
where strangulation would not be sup- 
posed ; yet, simple adhesions of the hernia 
to the sac may produce (as the above case 
proves) symptoms, which though not so 

uickly, are, nevertheless, not less surely 
atal than those occasioned by stran- 
guiation.” 

Mr. Stephens's attention was still fur- 
ther awakened by a new case to which he 
was called in consultation with another 
practitioner in June 1826. The symp- 
toms were of the same appearance as 
the former case, the woman having had 
previous colic in the bowels. His col- 
league who had attended the case from 
the commencement, she having been ill 
several days, had observed that the case 
did not present the symptoms of genuine 
enteritis, and had considered it as one of 
universal character. Mr. Stephens sug- 
gested the idea of its being connected 
with hernia, which was dissented from at 





first by his colleague, no doubt from the 
different aspect of the symptoms. On a 
relation of the case we have sketched, the 
other practitioner coincided with Mr. Ste- 
phens’s views. The patient was exceed- 
ingly corpulent. Upon examining the ab- 
domen, one, amongst many prominences 
of fat, appeared larger, and had a different 
character from the others, but conveyed no 
certain indication of its being hernia. 
Our author suspected that a hernia was 
protruded beneath. The symptoms indi- 
cating no immediate danger, and as the 
existence of hernia was by no means cer- 
tain, all idea of operating was postponed, 
until it should be manifest that no other 
relief could be given. The bowels were 
solicited by injections, and the irritability 
of the stomach endeavoured to be calmed 
by anodynes. She kept gradually sinking ; 
an operation was proposed, but objected to 
by the patient and her friends, who wished 
to postpone it to another day; at which 
time she died, just six days from the time 
our author first saw her, and she had been 
ill several days previously. 


On examination, after cutting to a con- 
siderable depth through fat, &c., the sac 
of a hernia was found, upon cutting into 
which a cavity was seen, containing a 
small portion of adherent intestine. A 
canal was found leading from it to the 
umbilicus, along which Mr. Stephens 
passed his finger by the side of the intes- 
tine, and through the umbilicus into the 
abdomen. Upon inspecting the body after- 
wards, no trace of inflammation was dis- 
covered, with the exception of the small 


portion of intestine which was in the her- | 


nia, which was discoloured; which dis- 
colouration, less in degree, could be traced 
a few inches above and below. “ Here 
then,” says our author, “ was a hernia, 
which had caused death, without any 
stricture or strangulation.” My colleague 


was now, as well as myself, perfectly satis- | 


fied that if the patient and her friends had 
consented to an operation the day previ- 
ously, her life might have been saved, and 
also that death from adhesion of the 
bowels may take place as surely as from 
strangulation. The above cases are, we 
consider, of themselves sufficiently con- 
clusive as to the fact of a simple adhesion 
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producing obstruction and death, but other 
evidence was wanting to prove the fre- 
quency of such occurrences, and accor«d- 
ingly, from amongst the many inexplica- 
ble cases of hernia which are continually 
occurring, the author has judiciously se- 
lected several, the mystery attending upon 
which cannot be resolved without a re- 
ference to the power of adhesions. 


The author does not believe that it is so 
much the ertent as the manner of the ad- 
hesion which gives rise to the obstruction. 
An adhesion of a considerable length of 
the intestinal tube is, in his opinion, com- 
paratively harmless. So far as he has ob- 
served, it is “ an adhesion of a small part 
of the intestinal tube, which is most likely 
to cause a fatal obstruction. Such an ad- 
hesion, drawing and fixing the intestine 
out of the regular line of its convolution, 
gives it an angular, or acutely bent position ;” 
jand it is this unnaturally bent position 
|which, in his opinion, is the cause of 
| the obstruction. Appended to the second 
edition is a wood-cut explanatory of this 
adhesion. 





Mr. Stephens has proved, that what 
have been usually called “ the symptoms 


|of strangulation,” can exist without any 
| kind or degree of constriction whatever. 
That this opinion has not previously pre- 
vailed, may, he thinks, be collected from 
the following extract from the statements 
of Mr. Lawrence (page 62):—“ That 
the symptoms of a strangulated hernia 
arise from the pressure of the stricture on 
the protruded parts, and that this cause 
jis not only adequate to that effect, but in- 
deed the only one that can be assigned, is 
too clear to admit of any doubt.” 


From the work before us, it appears that 
the symptoms of strangulation, as they are 
called, are not peculiar to a state of stran- 
gulation or constriction of the intestinal 
|tube, but are common to any mechanical 
impediment to the peristaltic movement; 
strangulation producing the most violent 
degree of those symptoms, and a milder 
form of them attending the obstruction 
from adhesion, whence, he says, “ obstruct- 
ed should be the general name, instead of 
strangulated hernia,” the particular cause 
of obstruction being otherwise defined. 








Since the first publication of the work, 
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Mr. Stephens, it appears, has collected | gulation, (upon the removal of which the 
additional and very conclusive evidence | symptoms usually subside,) but toits being 
in favour of his views. Amongst other| in a state of inflammation, arising in the 
cases, he quotes one published by a Mr.| hernia as a consequence of the adhesions 
C. M. Burnett, under the designation of! and alterations of structure which the parts 
“ Obscure Case of Hernia,” in a contem- | have acquired during their long protrusion 
porary journal for April 1829,a case which | from the abdominal cavity. It is well 
occurred at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, | known, that frequently when the operation 
and which he cites as fully proving all | is performed, there 1s no stricture found, or 
that he has advanced. | where it exists it is so slight, that the sur- 

In July, 1829, acase also was related hy | geon is often puzzled to account for the 
Mr. Hewson, of Lincoln, which the author symptoms, and their continuance. Accord- 
considers as bearing full testimony to the | ingto the explanations of Mr. Stephens, the 
truth of his opinions in the following con- | cause of fatality is easily seen. Inflammation 
cluding remarks :— | excited in a diseased protrusion, and ex- 

“ In the Medico-Chirurgical Review, | tending within the abdomen, is not to be 
July Ist, connected with a review of! cured by a surgical operation. The exist- 
~ Stephens’s work on a I _ “—! ence of omentum in a hernia appears to 
Gam Seite Seeredl, ©. 13 ie poh Mr. S. to be a prolific cause of inflam- 
can exist, nor has at any time existed, |™ation in a hernia. The treatment re- 
that bowels confined by adhesions in her- | commended logically follows the nature 
nial cases, will not go on with their natural and causes of the symptoms which occur. 
functions so fully as when loose and float-| 4 section of the work is devoted to the 
ing in theirnative cavity. But the question | consideration of a probable method of 
is, will adhesions, per s¢, occasion a fatal | 5 : ; 
obstruction to the office of the gut? Mr.| radical cure, in which Mr. Stephens ad- 
Stephens says they will; and the issue is| vises, where an operation for hernia is 
with him and his surgical brethren. For | performed, a particular method which he 
our own parts we doubt whether such be | helieves would prevent any future return 


tient will die from this cause alone. The protvusion. He detalles an experi- 
case is very different where the adhesions | mental and interesting operation for cure 
are so arranged as to act like a stricture | upon a pointer bitch, which we are dis- 
in the gut, or when the latter is so placed | posed to regard as a conclusive proof. 
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the case; nor can we imagine that a pa- of the 


as by being convoluted on itself, or in| 
any other manner prevents the egress of | 
matter from its cavity. In the above 
case, there was no stricture or diminution | 
of the calibre of the gut, but a simple ad- 
hesion between the omentum and intestine, 
yet this proved amply sufficient to produce 
death, with all the symptoms of incarce- 
rated hernia,” 

We now proceed to an examination of 
the remaining parts of the treatise, which 
are of an equally instructive character. 

Another pathological division of hernia 
is here designated “ Inflamed Hernia;” 
and under this division is included most 
of those singularly fatal cases which 
have confounded and puzzled the surgeon, 
from the time of Mr. Pott to the present 
period. 

It is well known, that operations upon 
large hernia, particularly umbilical, are 
rarely successful; this, the author consi- | 


Another division of the work is entitled 
“ Remarks on Mechanical Obstructions of 
the Bowels, within the Abdomen.” It 
contains some valuable directions upon 
| the method of distinguishing mechanical, 
from other causes of internal obstructions. 
The following extract, p. 126, explains his 
views upon the subject :— 


“The intestines within the abdomen 
have naturally no fixed connexion; they 
are suspended in such a manner within 
| that cavity, as to allow of very extensive, 
and what I should term, floating, move- 
}ments. That this particular formation is 
| well adapted to the function they have to 
| perform, is very evident. If they had con- 
| sisted of one straight tube, their office 
might have been carried on by the force 
|of gravity, they remaining as passive 
agents; but consisting as they do of 
various lengthened convolutions, now as- 
|cending and now descending, it is plain, 
that without a proportionate and con- 


ders to be owing to the hernia not being) stant activity of this tortuous tube, a 
in a state of simple constriction, or stran-|regular passage through it could not 
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be maintained. This action of the is proved that the obstruction cantiot be 
bowels consists in a vermicular sort of removed by other means; nor unless the 
motion, performed by means of the mus- symptoms point out with a tolerable de- 
cular structure with which they are pro- gree of precision, that the obstruction is 
vided; but it is clear, that this mechanical, and also give some 

motion cannot be perfectly carried on, grounds for conjecturing its probable si- 
unless the intestines are loose and uncon- tuation. Many operations which are con- 
strained, which, in a natural state, they tinually performed, are much less justi- 
are. But the intestines are liable, from fiable than this; for let it not be forgotten, 
various causes, to contract adhesions to that it is recommended only because there 
different parts of the abdomen with which is no other possibility of saving the 


they may be accidentally in contact ; those 
adhesions, in many instances, produce | 
little or no derangement, but in many 
others, they are, without doubt, impedi- | 
ments to the efficient performance of the 
peristaltic action ; and, in this way, I think, | 
may be explained the occasional obstruc- | 
tions, attended more or less with pain, to | 
which some people are subject. It is 
probable also, that some cases of consti- | 
pation owe their origin to causes of this na- | 
ture. Adhesions may produce, in some} 
cases, only a trifling and occasional dis- | 
order of the bowels, which the person may | 
feel throughout the whole period of his | 
life, but which never increases, because, 
proteniy, the position in which the bowel 
adhered is not the most unfavourable, 
nor has theadhesion proceeded beyond what | 
was first produced; but in other cases, the | 
bowels may be so completely fixed, and in 
so unnatural a position, that their regular 


movements are, at first, partially, and at| 
length, totally suspended. If symptoms | 
of ileus occur in a person, from a cause of | 
this nature, it is evident that no perma-! 
nent relief can be obtained without the | 


intestines are released by an operation.” 
Mechanical obstructions of the bowels | 


are divided by the author into acute, sub- | 


acute, and chronic. The distinguishing | 
signs of these are given, and the operation | 
of gastrotomy is recommended in certain | 
cases, as a dernier resort. The author says 
that he has been accused of temerity and 
rashness for this last recommendation. 
The following is his reply :— 

“If it could be shown, that relief in| 
such cases is impossible, the accusation | 
would be just; but as wounds of the in-| 
testines, incisions into the abdomen, &c. 
&c. have frequently occurred without | 


patient.” 

The author founds his chief hope of suc- 
cess on the circumstance that the patients 
appear to die from the suspension of the 
function of the bowels, and, the decline 
of the vital powers, and not from any de- 
structive disorganization produced by in- 
flammation. He has quoted cases illus- 
trative of this peculiar fact. 

In the first edition there is an appendix 
containing an attempt at a correction of 
a physiological error relative to the dif» 
ference in size between the male and the 
female bladder. The greater comparative 
size of the latter, the author says, is an 
effect of pregnancy, as it does not exist in 
animals which have never been with 
young, or in those which have been 
spayed. A longer retention of the urine 
from motives of delicacy, was the causé 
usually assigned by lecturers; but the ex- 
istence, as stated by the author, of the 


|same peculiarity in the brute, puts the 


assumption of “ motives of delicacy” out 
of the question as a cause in the human 
species. The female sex, however, can 
well afford to be deprived of this long- 
quoted evidence of their modesty and 
delicacy. 

In conclusion, we strongly recommend 
Mr. Stephens’s Treatise to the perusal of 
our professional brethren. A knowledge 
of the facts and inferences which it con- 
tains, is essential to a correct understand- 
ing of the pathology of hernia, and the 
various mechanical obstructions to which 
the bowels are subject—and we must 


proving fatal ; and as the operation, I ad-| candidly say, that we know of no book 
yance has been successfully performed, which contains information of more prac- 
under circumstances very unfavourable, I tical importance on the subject than this 


cannot quickly acquiesce in the charge | 
against me on this score. I have been 
condemned as if I had indiscriminately re- 
commended the operation in all cases; 
whereas, I have distinctly stated, that the 
operation is not to be undertaken until it 


volume. 
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“ tion,” the examination of candidates for 
public medical offices should be conduct- 
ed on the principle of the concours, The 
Petition Sn that the Board of Ex- 
aminers for this purpose should consist of 
seven or more properly qualified medical 
men, “ summoned” by the Home Secre- 
tary of State from the neighbourhood in 


MEDICAL REFORM. 


MEETING OF MEDICAL GENTLEMEN AT 
SAVILLE-HOUSE, LEICESTER-SQUARE. 


Tue meeting advertised to take place 





at the above house on Tuesday the 7th, which the vacancy occurs ;—Examina- 
instant, to petition the House of Com-| tions to be public, and completed in one 
mons “to establish the concours in this} sitting, and conducted in English ;—The 
country,” was held accordingly, Dr. Gran- | tests of qualification to be derived from 


ville in the chair. A correspondent has | 
furnished us with a report of the proceed- 
ings from which we abstract the following | 
account. A number of medical students | 
also attended the meeting. 
The CuHairMawn stated, that they had 
assembled for the purpose of agrteing to a | 
petition to the House of Commons, founded | 
on certain resolutions passed at a previous 
meeting relative to the injurious effects of 
the present mode of electing professors, 
lecturers, physicians, surgeons, and other | 
officers, to the public medical institutions 
of the country,—a mode which was si- 
lently, yet unerringly working the degra-| 
dation of the medical profession in En- 
gland. The Petition had been drawn up 
by direction of the former meeting, and 
would be read to the present assembly, with 
the view of ascertaining their opinion as 
to its propriety. Although the whole pro- | 
fession in this country might be unable to| 
ive its assent to the principles it em- 


the previous writings of the candidates, 
rsonal answers to questions on the 
principal branches of medical science and 


practice, &c.,—the composition of a paper 
having “a bearing or immediate relation 
“to that department of the profession 
“which the candidate aspires to occupy,” 
-—production of “ testimonials” from bo- 
dies or courts recognised by Govern- 
ment, — demonstrations and operations 
on the dead body by surgical candidates, 
—the Materia Medica to be described by 
embryo apothecaries,—physician and sur- 
geon-accoucheur candidates to display a 
knowledge of obstetrics, &c. Each Ex- 
aminer privately to mark on a paper his 
estimate of each candidate, and deposit 
his decision secretly in an urn, to be in- 
spected by two scrutineers appointed by 
the candidates. 

When the petition had been read, 

Mr. Dermorrt advocated the principle of 
the concours, referred to its approval by 


raced, because of the difficulty of obtain- | several medical journalists, commented 
ing so large a number of assents, yet if on the various views with which they re- 
those principles were just and sound, and | garded its practical application, declared 
well supported by facts, the present con- | his opinion as to the fitness of the present 
currence with it, though limited as to sig- | moment for advocating its adoption, and 
nature, must be eventually assented to/ contended that the possibility of its abuse 
with as much cordiality, as if the Petition could be no argument against the concours, 
bore on its face the name of every member|They had met that day, he said, to re- 
in the profession. With regard to the commend a plan for a concours which 
concours he would state, that in framing | would hardly admit of any abuse. It had 


a plan for its establishment in England, 
the machinery had been considerably sim- 
plified, and that the time employed in 
working it was limited to one day, while 
the principle of the ballot in its greatest 
purity had been adopted with respect to 
the decision of the examining body. 

The Chairman then called on the Secre- | 
try (Mr. G. H. Butler) to read the Peti- 
tion. | 

This document pointed out, first of all, 
the present corrupt mode of obtaining ap- 
pointments to the public medical institu- 
tions—hospitals and schools, and its inju- 
rious effects, and then proceeded “ to sug- 
“ gest, that, independently of the entire 
“ abolition of the monopolies of medical 


“ corporations, and the setting up in their posed 


“ stead of a free and equalized system of 
“ medical education and medical 1 isla- 


|been remarked that the present system 
worked well, for there were many clever 
men occupying chairs under it. But it 
was a combination of money, influence, 
and ability, that had elevated those gen- 
tlemen, and not talent alone ; while, in the 
majority of instances, the former had 
everything to do with it, and talent little 
or nothing, for the mere daily routine ofduty 
through which some of them went, was 
such as the most mediocre degree of talent, 
aided by the extraordinary opportunities 
of gaining experience which occurred in 
the hospitals, was wy equal to. Few of 
these would occupy their present offices 
under the concours. He did not, in con- 
clusion, agree with every part of the pro- 
Petition, and wished it to be read 
clause by clause, with a view to some alte- 


egisla- rations. 
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Mr. Burier said it was drawn up on 
the principle which pervaded one before 
proposed by Mr. Dermott, but worded 
ina more humble tone of address, He 
warmly approved the exertions made by 
Mr. Dermott, in aid of medical reform, 
and cordially advocated a plan by which 
an impartial court of learned and scientific 
men would be substituted in medical ap- 

intments, for a drawing-room coterie of 
ords and ladies. He trusted this step 
would lead to other important changes. 

Mr. Lunn having made a few observa- 
tions, the petition received some verbal 





APOTHECARIES HALL TO LORD MELBOURNE. 


by any college in Great Britain, have most 
essentially improved the schools of medi- 
cine in England, as well as the state of 
medical science in general; and the ge- 
neral practitioners of medicine through- 
out England and Wales, who have been 
educated in conformity with the regula- 
tions of the Court of ; Petre Bn are now 
fully competent to all the duties of their 


| profession, and are cntitled to, and actually 


possess, the confidence of the public. 
“That the power of examining persons 

who are about to commence practice as 

apothecaries can in no wise be considered 


alterations, and was submitted to the ap-|a ‘monopoly,’ inasmuch as the persons 
proval of the meeting,—when Dr. Lyncu|who examine the candidates for certi- 
expressed his surprise that a meeting of | ficates of qualification have not the most 
medical reformers should omit to notice| remote interest in or connexion with any 
in any plan of reform, the extinction of| school of medicine, nor can any teacher in 
the absurd distinctions which disgracethe|any branch of medical science become a 
profession under the titles of surgeons, | member of the Court of Examiners. 

physicians, and apothecaries. He was| “ That the clause in the Act of Parlia- 
checked, however, by the CHaAinMAN ona} ment, whereby an apprenticeship of five 


point of order, who said the meeting had 
met for a specific object, and it was his 
duty to see that its time was not uselessly 


taken up. The petition was then adopted | 


unanimously, and a resolution carried, 
that it be entrusted to Dr. Baldwin, M.P. 
for presentation. Votes of thanks were 
then passed to Mr. Dermott and the 
Chairman, and the meeting separated. 





MEMORIAL 
ADDRESSED BY THE 
COMPANY OF APOTHECARIES, 
Bridge-Street, Blackfriars, 


TO LORD MELBOURNE, MAY 8, 1833. 


“To the Right. Hon. Lord Viscount 
Melbourne, his Majesty's. Principal 
Secretary of State for the Home De- 
partment. 

“The Memorial of the Master, Ward- 
ens, and Society of Apothecaries, of 

the City of London, 


“ Showeth.—That the Act for regulating 
the practice of Apothecaries in England 
and Wales was passed in the year 1815, 
with the full concurrence of the medical 
profession in England, and was loudly 
called for by the then state of medical 
knowledge. . 

“ That the act has been impartially and 


honestly administered, and the Court of| 


Examiners of the Society, by their atten- 
tion to the medical education of students, 
and by requiring fram time to time a pro- 
gressively increasing course of study, now 
equal to the medical education required 


years is required to he served by persons 
before they can be examined, was not 
proposed by the Society of Apothecaries, 
but was introduced into the Act in the 
House of Lords. But the Society beg to 
remark, that a preliminary education, in 
the nature of an apprenticeship, is abso- 
lutely necessary, as well to lay the foun- 
dation for future acquirements, as for the 
moral control of students from the age of 
sixteen to twenty-one, which control can- 
not be effectually exercised at any medical 
school or hospital. 

“ That those persons who state that an 
apprenticeship is highly injurious to me- 
dical education, must be very ill-informed 
upon that subject ; for it is very well known 
than an apprentice has the opportunity of 
acquiring most valuable professional in- 
formation from a suitable course of read- 
ing, under the direction of his master, and 





from seeing cases which occur in his 
| practice. 

“ That attendance on the physician's 
| practice at an hospital, does not afford to 
'a student the whole of the instruction in 
| practical medicine of which he stands in 
need, inasmuch as one-half of the deaths 
which annually take place are of children 
under five years of age, and of the aged 
above seventy, which cases are very rarely 
received within the wards of an hospital, 
but are attended almost exclusively by 
general practitioners, consequently com- 
ing under the observation of their appren- 
| tices. 
| “That the different colleges and co’ 
rate bodies in Scotland who are seeking 
to obtain an alteration in the Act of Par- 
liament for regulating the —_ of apo- 
thecaries in England and Wales, by ren- 
_dering the diploma of those bodies equi- 
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valent to the certificate of the Court of , unqualified practitioners, and the other 
Examiners of the Society, are endeavour- | necessary expenses of administering the 
ing to obtain for their licentiates a more | Act, and that no part whatever of the sums 
extensive privilege in England than their so received has been or is appropriated to 


as7 


diploma confers in Scotland; inasmuch as 

the diplomas of the University and of the | 
Royal College of Surgeons in Edinburgh, 

do not confer any right on the holders of 
them to practise as general practitioners 

in Glasgow, or within the counties of La- | 
nark, Renfrew, Ayr, and Dumbarton, over | 
which the jurisdiction of the faculty of 

physicians and surgeons of Glasgow ex- 

tends; nor does the diploma of the Faculty | 
of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow 

confer any right within the jurisdiction of 

the College of Surgeons of Edinburgh ; nor | 
can a person having a diploma or certifi- | 
cate from any college in England, or from 

the Society of Apothecaries, practise in| 
Scotland without undergoing the exami- 

nation, and obtaining the diploma of the 

Scotch colleges. 

“ That numerous instances have occur- 
red (several within the last twelve months) 
of graduates and members of Scotch uni- 
versities and colleges having been reject- 
ed by the Court of Examiners of the So- | 
ciety, in consequence of their having been | 
found incompetent to practise as apothe- 


the private purposes of the Society. 

“ That there are now in England nume- 
rous schools of medicine, all of which, with 
the exception of a few in London, have 
been established since the passing of the 
Act of Parliament, at great expense to the 
parties who have established them. 

“That one effect in the alteration of 
law sought for by the Scotch universities 
and colleges will necessarily be to prove a 
serious injury to all the schools of medi- 
cine in England. 

“ That at these schools, including those 
in London, there are now attending nearly 
1300 students, exclusive of nearly 2000 ap- 
prentices in other parts of the kingdom. 

“ That 6498 persons have been examin- 
ed by the Court of Examiners of the So- 
ciety siace the passing cf the Act in 1815, 
to 5769 of whom certificates have been 
granted, and the number of general prac- 
titioners in England and Wales is now up- 
wards of 10,000 persons. 

“Your memorialists therefore beg to 
draw your lordship’s serious attention to 
these circumstances, trusting that due 


caries. | consideration will be given to a subject 
“ That should the prayer of the petition | of such high importance to the interests 
presented to Parliament by the Scotch | of the profession and the public, and that 
universities and colleges be granted, one|an opportunity will be afforded to the 
effect thereof would be to authorise those | Society to show, as they are prepared to 
persons to practise immediately, who have | do, that the Act of Parliament has been 
on examination been found incompetent) properly and efficiently administered, and 
to do so without further professional study. | to refute any statement which has or may 
“ That the establishment of several | be made against the Society, and to show 
different tribunals would give rise to very | that all the benefits which the Act of Par- 
mischievous inequality of examination, and | liament was intended to afford to the pub- 
tend progressively to great laxity therein, | lic have been fully attained. 
and to lower the standard of the required | “ 8th May, 1833.” 
attainments, more especially wherever it} 
may happen—as it now does, at the differ- 
ent universities in Scotland—that the A ae 
teachers are also public examiners. POISONING 
“ That the admission of persons to prac-| FROM THE UNINTENTIONAL ADMINISTRA 
tise as apothecaries who have not received | TION OF 
certificates from the Court of Examiners | 
of the Society, and been announced in the PRUSSIC ACID. 
list annually published in conformity with 
the Acf, will deprive the public andthe; [A Corresronpent, who has authenti- 
society of the means of ascertaining the} cated his communication, has forwarded 
illegal practitioner, and will thereby give | to us the following case. A report of the 
an opportunity for ignorant and incompe- | proceedings on the Coroner's Inquest ap- 
tent individuals, to whom the health of} peared at the time in the newspapers.] 
the public cannot be safely entrusted, to} Mrs. Mary Rocner Larten, wife of a 
commence and continue in practice in de-| policeman, residing in University-street, 
fiance of the Act of Parliament. Tottenham Court-road, on the evening of 
“That the sums of money received by Saturday, March 30th, was attacked with 
the Society of Apothecaries for certificates | severe pain in the head and jaw, caused 
of qualification are not more than sufficient | by a carious tooth which she was unwill- 





to defray the necessary expenses of en- 
forcing the law against incompetent and 


ing to have extracted. On the following 
Sunday morning she gent for Mr, Clap- 





POISONING BY 


phe nent 9 he etn’ ee 
composed of myrrh, two ms 
um, and a little water and honey. 
twelve leeches to the tem- 


PRUSSIC ACID. 


stance in the draught. 

ignorant of the nature 

said, that had she taken the entire con 
tents of the bottle, it would not ha 


. duced the effects which he behe 


he considered her feverish, and would send 
her a bottle of medicine. He accordingly 
wrote the following prescription, which was 
to have been made up by his assistant, Mr. 
Manell :—Saline mixture, 8 ounces ; tincture 
o hyosciamus, 14 drachm; powdered rhu- 

rb, halfa drachm ; Epsom Salts, 2 drachms. 
Of this mixture three tablespoonfuls 
were ordered to be taken every four hours. 
Immediately above this in the surgery- | 
book was another prescription, the second 
article of which was, three drops of prussic | 
acid. In the hurry of business, the assist- | 
ant unfortunately cast his eye on the! 
words “ prussic acid” in the previous 
prescription, and put a drachm and a half 
of that acid to his mixture, instead of 
hyosciamus, which was omitted. The 
bottle, labelled according to the correct) 
prescription, was sent, and in ten minutes | 
afterwards was administered by a female | 


tasted its contents to show how 


lost, he hurried home for the purpose of 
obtaining an emetic, and on qu 

the young man who had prepared the 
draught, the dreadful mistake was then 
discovered, Mr. Manell prog ty | the 
error he had committed. On Mr. Clap- 
ham’s return with the emetic, he found 
the limbs of the upper and lower extremi- 
ties so rigid, that it was im ble to move 
them. The actively convulsed state of the 
muscles of the body had subsided and given 
way toa heavy motion, according with the 
respiratory inspiration, which was long 
and laborious. It was now evident that 
death was fast approaching. The teeth 
were so powerfully closed that it was with 
difficulty they could be separated; the 
mouth was covered with white foam, 
which came abundantly from the nostrils ; 
the eyes were fixed; cold perspiration 
poured in streams from the forehead, and 


named Vaughan, in the husband's presence; | covered the chest and neck ; the fingers 

no effect was perceptible for a minute, and { were firmly contracted within the palms, 

then the first evidence of the poison ap-| By great exertion the teeth were sepa- 

= in the eyes, which seemed bursting | rated, and some tartarised antimony solu- 
tl 


he head. To use the husband's tion was poured into the mouth, but re- 
expression, “they were almost dragged | jected. Mr. C. then applied the bellows to 
out of the sockets.” She then complained! her mouth, and ordered the attendant to 
of excruciating pain in the temples, and | close the nostrils, remarking, that if life 
desired that her head might be pressed! could be prolonged for half an hour, he 
between somebody's hands to prevent its| had every hope of her recovery. But in 
exploding. Vomiting next commenced ;/| two minutes she expired, the practitioner 
it at first consisted of the contents of the | being in the act of inflating the lungs. 
stomach, and afterwards of blood, which | Death thus occurred in twelve minutes 
came up in large clots. The lower extre-,| and a half from the swallowing of the 
mities were now thrown into the most/ draught. On a discussion which took 
powerful action, and a stool and chair place the next morning as to the propriety 
which were near her were kicked to the | of a post-mortem examination, a practi- 
other end of the room. The fingers be-| tioner in the neighbourhood opposed that 
came rigid and contracted, and the arms, | proceeding on the following ground :—He 
after a few powerful efforts, in which great stated, that having a cat which became 
muscular strength was exhibited, grew very annoying, he determined to kill it, 
uite stiff, bidding defiance to the exer-| for which purpose he poured a teaspoonful 
tions of two men to move them, or open | of Scheele’s prussic acid down its throat. 
the fingers, although the body and lower| Immediate death was, from the appear- 
extremities were still violently convulsed | ances, supposed to be the consequence, 
and jactatory. At this stage of the melan-/and the body was thrown into the privy, 
choly scene, the husband went for Mr. | when, to his astonishment, the next day, 
Clapham, whose residence being near, he | word was brought him that the animal was 
reached the unfortunate sufferer in two|alive in the kitchen. Not crediting the 


minutes. On his return, Mr. C., being 
ignorant of the nature of the draught she 
had swallowed, pronounced the case to be 
one of cholera. The husband expressed 
his surprise at this, as the symptoms by 
which that malady is ushered in, were 
wanting, and declared his conviction that 
she had received some poisonous sub- 





account, which was brought by one of his 
children, he went down, and beheld the 
cat seated opposite the fire. It imme- 
diately occurred to him, that an explana- 
tion of this extraordinary phenomenon 
was to be found in the supposition, that 
an antidote had presented itself in the 
gaseous atmosphere which was emitted from 
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the contents of the place into which he had | much of the number of assistants out of 
thrown her, and that thus life had been employ and their distress. But will the 


ed. He wapee 4 that 
some such antidote should be attempted to 
be applied in the present instance, though 
in as scientific a manner as ble. Ul- 
timately, no examination place. The 
verdict at the inquest was “ Manslaughter” 
against the assistant, who was said to have 
absconded. 





ELECTION OF A MEDICAL CORONER FOR 
SHROPSHIRE. 
Tue spell by which attorneys and non- 
medical men have so long m 
retain the Coroners’ chairs of England, 
has at length been dissolved at another 


point of attachment, and the office of Coro- 


ner for the county of Shropshire is no 
longer filled by a member of the legal 
ion. On Monday morning last, 
tr. Samuet HeiGuway, surgeon, of 
Church Stretton, Salop, was formally de- 
clared by the Sheriff of the county to be 
duly elected as Coroner of Shropshire, 
after a contest of three days duration. His 
opponents were, Mr. M. D. Humpureys 
(also a surgeon), of Pontesbury, and Mr. 
W. Downes, solicitor, of Ludlow. The 
election commenced on Thursday, the 9th 
instant, at Shrewsbury, and ended by the 
resignation of Messrs. Humpnreys and 
Downes on Saturday afternoon, when the 
poll stood as follows :— 
Mr. He1enway, surgeon.... 
Mr. Downes, lawyer .... .... 
Mr. Humpureys, surgeon...1 


7 
] 


3 
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Majority for the successful surgeon over |” 


the lawyer 620. The triumph was thus a 
very great one, not only for Mr. Hercu- 
way. but for the inhabitants of the whole 
county, and indeed for the entire commu- 
nity of England, which cannot fail even- 
tually everywhere to profit by the gradually 
successful predominance of enlightened 
opinion on this subject over ancient and 
most injurious custom. 





MEDICAL APPRENTICESHIPS, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin,—It is now gencrally admitted, that 
the apprenticeship system is a bad means 
ofinitiating young men into the mysteries 
of the healing art. Yet it is hardly to be ex- 
pected that medical men, ix actual practice, 


will promote its abolition, for it is a sys-'| 


tem from which they derive great advan- 
tage. The fees obtained and the services 
exacted from apprentices are large, but 
that the benefit is by “, means mutual 
remains to be proved. 


e have heard ; 


‘number lessen, or the misery diminish 
while the present system continues? Me- 
'dical practitioners will not go to the ex- 
| pense of keeping assistants while n- 
| tices are to be had, who will both work 
| gratuitously, and pay to be allowed to 
| work. From these considerations, it is 
evident, we cannot expect much 

ance from them. Yet we scarcely need 
their aid; for if a simple exposition of the 
| tendency of the — injurious system 
| were to be laid before Periament, the absurd 
enactments on this subject would not, I 
think, much longer disgrace the statute 
book. I am, Sir, your very humble 
servant, 

| G. E. Eacuvs, 
Tiverton, Devon, March 30th. 


| 





| &T. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL MEDICAL AND 
| SURGICAL SOCIETY. 


Tus Society met for the last time dur- 

ing the present session, on Thursday even- 
ing, May 9th, Dr. Seymour in the chair. 
The Secretary, Dr. Aldis, having read the 
|minutes of the previous meeting, Mr. 
| Fernandez introduced the subject of the 
| effects of wounds received during dissec- 
tion, upon which an interesting discus- 
sion arose, It was afterwards announced 
that the Society was adjourned to the en- 
suing October. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Craims or Mepicat Men on Over- 
SEERS FOR ProressioNat Services.— 
J.R. (or P.) W. The remark made by us 
relating to the subject of inquiry was 
| founded on the 43rd Elizabeth. The over- 
seers, as the legal guardians of the poor, are 
compelled to furnish the destitute sick 
with proper medical attendance ; if there- 
fore a really destitute individual (observe 
the expression), a truly destitute person, can- 
not obtain an order from an overseer or 
other authorised guardian of the poor,—an 
|order in case of accident or extreme sick- 

ness for the attendance of a medical prac- 
' titioner,—still the surgeon, who, in the ab- 
jsence of an overseer’s request, shall ad- 
minister such medical relief as may be 
{absolutely necessary, and no more, may 
bring his action against the officers of the 
parish to which the patient belongs, and 
must obtain a verdict if he prove his case 
as here stated. The law in relation to the 








in this respect is founded upon the 
pom principle as that which enables 
parties to recover from parents such ex- 
penses as may be incurred in supplying 
necessaries to their wives, from whom they 

are se ted, but not legally divo’ 
and to their children whom they may have 
ejected from their houses and otherwise 
illtreated. In short, the legal guardian is 
in every instance responsible for the me- 
dical as well as the dietetic care of the indi- 
viduals placed under his protection. If this 
were not the law of the land, what would 
become of the thousands of poor persons, 
who, in the course of a year, receive in- 
juries, in mills and manufactories, of the 
most dreadful description? Is an over-| 
| 





seer’s order to be waited for until a rup- 
tured artery has poured out the last drop 
of the stream of life? On the other hand, 
if a surgeon leave his bed at midnight, and 
ride, at the hazard of his life, eight or ten | 
miles over the worst roads in England, to; 
afford professional relief to a destitute | 
sufferer, is he, we ask, to be denied com- 
pensation by the parochial officers, be- 
cause, forsooth, his attendance was not 
authorised by an overseer’s order? No, 


truly. Our Jaws are bad enough, both for 
the respectable members of the profession 
and the sick poor, bit to this extent they 
are not yet abused and degraded. 


Tur AporHecaries AcT AND THE 
Davecists.—Mr. Ii. G. It is perfectly 
clear that the Apothecaries Act of 1815, 
confers privileges on the chemist and 
druggist which are entirely withheld 
from the members of the College of} 
Surgeons. For example :— Surgeons are | 
liable to the penalties of the Act if they 
dispense the prescriptions of legally-au- 
thorised physicians; whereas, chemists 
and druggists may prepare and vend, with 
impunity, all medicines so ordered. The 
question as to the right of chemists and 
druggists to visit, prescribe, and send me- 
dicines to patients has not yet been de- 
cided by the judges, but according to the 
strict letter of the Act, all these privileges 
are conferred on this body of retail traders. 
The act, indeed, declares, that not one 
privilege is taken from the chemist and 
druggist by it, whereas everybody knows 
that chemists and druggists, up to the Ist 
of August, 1815, did, in numberless in- 
stances, visit and prescribe for the sick 
persons at their own homes. 


CANDIDATES FoR THE Orricr or Pa- 
rocniAL Surceon.-—Inguirer of Ilfra- 
combe. The license of the company of| 
Apothecaries entitles the professor to prac- 
tise both medicine and surgery, legally, in 
any part of England and Wales. The 
diploma of the College of Surgeons, con-! 





DRUGGISTS.—PARISH SURGEONS.—CORRESPONDENTS. 


sidering how that institution has been 
conducted from the first moment of its 
incorporation, is not worth one straw. 
The “ examinations” are so many farces, 
and the college, from the mercenary con- 
duct of the council, has been, and is, in 
such marked di ute; that to belong to 
it is rather evidence of degradation, 
than a characteristic either of honour or 
professional capability. There is no law 
which specifies the colleges or companies 
to which a medical man shall belong be- 
fore he can undertake the duties of pa- 
rochial surgery. In many of the work- 
houses and charitable institutions of Lon- 
don, the acting surgeons are licentiates of 
the Apothecaries Company. In others the 
acting apethecaries are members of the Col- 
lege of Surgeons. 


With our next number we shall present 
our readers with a whole length sketch and biogra- 
phical memoir of Professor Elliotsen. 


(From a Correspondent.)—London Hos; 
pital —Mr. Scott, on the Ist instant, awarded the 
surgical prize, consisting of a splendid case of sur- 
gical instruments, to Mr. Joseph Crocome, appren- 
tice of Mr. Adams, one of the assistant surgeons, 
thus evincing the impartiality of a decision against 
his own apprentice, Mr. Russel! Howard, 


Inquirer of Ilfracombe. The attestation, 
by aflidavit, of possessing the certificate of the 
Apothecaries Company, would be sufficient, if 
forwarded to the secretary ot the College. (Second 
notice. ) 


lV. H. B., of Birmingham. The father, 
although not quoiified, possibly, with respect to 
scientific aequirements, is not disqualified with 
respect to legal right. The son, undoubtedly, is 
liable to the penalties imposed by the Apothecaries 
Act of 1e15. 

An Apprentice. Weber’s Atlas and Plates, 
published by Schloss. will amply repay their cost by 
the accuracy of iniormotion which they will convey. 
Knox’s volume on the Arteries, from ‘Tiedemann, is, 
an excellent work. We hardly Lnow whatelemeat- 
ary B. treatise to recommend as the best, but a good 
knowledge of plants connected with the Materia 
Medica will be obtained from Churchill and Ste- 
phenson’s work, with plates, last edition. 


N. P.’s statements relative to the annual 
dinner given at the Peckham Madhouse. cannot 
appear unless fully authenticated. Besides, we 
would rather have fhets than criticisms. 


To the details of the law recommended 
by Anti-empiricus, we cocld speedily show, viva 
voce, insurmountable objections, but on paper they 
wou!d occupy more space than can here be afforded 
tothem. The necessity for change every cisinte- 
rested man admis. The reform that would be 
effectual, may be simply expressed in these words: 
Let the druggist be placed under the legislative 
contro! of a competent examining body. We merely 
named the Apoihecaries Company for that office, 
that the Old Ladies might have something to do 
which was suited to their knowledge and capacities. 
As for compelling every retail “ chemist” to be- 
come a member of the medical body, our corre- 
spondent must himself admit that such a proposal 
is monstrous. 


Mr. Bryant shall hear from us by post. 
Inquirer.—The party holding the inden- 
ture could, if the fraud were detected, derive no 


advantage from its presentation at a public insti- 
tution, 





